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The purpose of this manual is to provide you with a general understanding of litigation and trial 

preparation—specifically family law matters in Clark County, Nevada. These materials should 

not be relied on as legal authority or substitute as advice of an attorney. 
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PART 1: LEGAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU 

 

Family Court 

  Family Court is a division of the Eighth Judicial District and the Judges are State District 

Court Judges.  Family Court handles a range of family law issues including divorce, child 

custody, paternity, guardianship, termination of parental rights, and domestic violence protection 

orders.   

  Most Family Court Judges are located at the Family Courts and Service Center, but some 

are located at the Regional Justice Center. It is important to determine which building your Judge 

is in early in the case. 

 Family Courts and Service Center: 601 N. Pecos Road (at Bonanza), Las Vegas, Nevada 

89101; (702) 455-2385.   

 Regional Justice Center, 200 Lewis Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada 89155; (702) 671-4528.   

 

Family Law Self-Help Center  

  The Family Law Self-Help Center provides legal information and forms to those who 

represent themselves in domestic matters in the Clark County court system. The mission of the 

Center is to increase informed access to the court by providing education, information, legal 

forms, community referrals and support services to self-represented civil litigants, regardless of 

their income. Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada operates and staffs the Center under a 

contract with the Eighth Judicial District Court.   

  The Family Law Self-Help Center is located in the Family Court at 601 N. Pecos Road, 

Las Vegas, Nevada, 89101 on the first floor.  The Center is open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday-

Friday (except holidays and other non-judicial days when the court is closed). Assistance is 

available to walk-in customers on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Appointments are available. The 

Center also provides assistance over the telephone, e-mail, and chat via their website.  You can 

find all the ways to contact staff at https://www.familylawselfhelpcenter.org/contact .  Please 

visit the Family Law Self-Help Center website for updates about current operations during 

COVID-19. 
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The staff at the Center can provide you with:  

• Court forms and instructions  

• Review of completed forms  

• Information about court rules, procedures, and practices  

• Information on how to represent yourself in court  

• Referrals for lawyer referral services, legal aid programs and other community resources 

where you might obtain legal assistance or services  

• Information on free legal classes and educational materials on various legal topics  

• Referrals to free Ask-a-Lawyer sessions for domestic matters  

The staff at the Center cannot: 

• File your court papers for you  

• Evaluate your case or advise whether or not your case should be brought before a judge 

• Provide legal advice about how the law applies to your facts  

• Change an order signed by a Judge  

• Give an opinion or predict how a Judge might rule in your case  

• Talk to the Judge or pass a message to a judge  

 

  The Self-Help Center provides court forms free of charge. Forms can be downloaded 

from the Self-Help Center website. The website includes detailed instructions on how to 

complete the forms and the filing process. These forms are fill-in-the-blank forms that do not 

need to be retyped. Computers are available in the center if you prefer to type in your 

information rather than use handwriting. 

    

Family Law Ask-A-Lawyer Program 

  Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada's Pro Bono Project has volunteer attorneys 

available to meet with self-represented people about their family law case. Attorneys are 

available for free 15-minute private consultations to discuss family law issues. No children are 

allowed at the consultations. 

  The Family Law Ask-A-Lawyer Program takes place every Thursday afternoon from 

2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. via telephone. Space is limited, and you must register in advance in order 
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to talk with an attorney. Sign up at lacsn.org/what-we-do/ask-a-lawyer or by calling (702) 386-

1070 x 1731 (phone sign-ups begin Monday mornings at 8:30 a.m.). 

 

State Bar of Nevada Lawyer Referral Service 

The State Bar of Nevada has both a lawyer referral service and a program offering low 

cost legal consultations. Call (702) 382-0504 for information. 

 

 

PART 2: BASICS OF TRIALS AND EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 

 

Your case will go through many steps before the judge sets a trial.  There may be motions 

filed, settlement conferences, etc.  A flowchart of the possible steps in a divorce case is attached 

to this manual (see page 21). If you and the other party are not able to settle your issues and 

reach a full agreement, the judge will set an Evidentiary Hearing or a Trial. If the judge sets an 

evidentiary hearing or a trial in your case, you can find information in this manual about which 

documents are required, how to request and respond to Discovery requests, how to prepare for 

Trial and Evidentiary Hearings, and what to expect on your Court date. 

 

 

Trial Management Orders / Deadlines 

There are many deadlines provided by the court for a trial or evidentiary hearing to keep 

everyone on track.  You will find these in an order issued by the court, often called a Case 

Management Order, Trial Management Order, or Evidentiary Hearing Order.  It is very 

important to track these deadlines in your calendar and to not miss any of these deadlines.  

Evidentiary Hearing 

An evidentiary hearing is a hearing 

where the judge makes a final decision 

about one part of the case. 

Both sides are expected to present 

witnesses and evidence to support each 

person’s view of the case. 

 

Trial 

A trial is a final hearing where the judge 

will decide all remaining issues and 

grant a final order.   

Both sides are expected to present 

witnesses and evidence to support each 

person’s view of the case. 
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Examples of deadlines in these orders: disclosing witnesses, getting documents, providing and 

obtaining discovery, filing a pretrial memorandum, etc. The Order may also set dates for 

Calendar Call and Trial. See sample Order on page 22.  

What happens if I miss a deadline? 

 You may not have an opportunity to present your evidence to the court.

 Information the opposing party puts forward could be deemed “proved,” in your absence.

 You could face potential penalties or sanctions, including having to pay the opposing

party’s attorney’s fees and costs.

 Your case could be dismissed.

PART 3: KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE TO PROVE 

The trial /evidentiary hearing is your chance to prove your case to the judge.  Many of the 

common issues decided at trial are based on multiple factors that the judge has to consider.  For 

instance, child custody, alimony, and relocating with a child all involve many factors the court 

has to consider. 

If your evidentiary hearing/trial is regarding one of these issues, get very familiar with 

the list of factors the judge will evaluate.  Your pre-trial planning, selection of witnesses, 

selection of exhibits, etc., should all be geared towards supporting the factors involved.  The 

judge’s final decision will be largely based on how many of the factors you and the other party 

prove (or fail to prove) at trial.    

Child Custody Best Interest Factors (NRS 125C.0035) 

In determining the best interest of the child, the court shall consider and set forth its specific 

findings concerning, among other things: 

a) The wishes of the child if the child is of sufficient age and capacity to form an

intelligent preference as to his or her physical custody.

b) Any nomination of a guardian for the child by a parent.

c) Which parent is more likely to allow the child to have frequent associations and a

continuing relationship with the noncustodial parent.

d) The level of conflict between the parents.

e) The ability of the parents to cooperate to meet the needs of the child.

f) The mental and physical health of the parents.
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g) The physical, developmental and emotional needs of the child. 

h) The nature of the relationship of the child with each parent. 

i) The ability of the child to maintain a relationship with any sibling. 

j) Any history of parental abuse or neglect of the child or a sibling of the child. 

k) Whether either parent or any other person seeking physical custody has engaged in an 

act of domestic violence against the child, a parent of the child or any other person 

residing with the child. 

l) Whether either parent or any other person seeking physical custody has committed any 

act of abduction against the child or any other child. 
 

 
 

Child Custody Relocation Factors (NRS 125C.007) 
 

 

1) In every instance of a petition for permission to relocate with a child that is filed pursuant 

to NRS 125C.006 or 125C.0065, the relocating parent must demonstrate to the court that: 

a) There exists a sensible, good-faith reason for the move, and the move is not 

intended to deprive the non-relocating parent of his or her parenting time; 

b) The best interests of the child are served by allowing the relocating parent to 

relocate with the child; and 

c) The child and the relocating parent will benefit from an actual advantage as a result 

of the relocation. 

2) If a relocating parent demonstrates to the court the provisions set forth in subsection 1, the 

court must then weigh the following factors and the impact of each on the child, the 

relocating parent and the non-relocating parent, including, without limitation, the extent to 

which the compelling interests of the child, the relocating parent and the non-relocating 

parent are accommodated: 

a) The extent to which the relocation is likely to improve the quality of life for the 

child and the relocating parent; 

b) Whether the motives of the relocating parent are honorable and not designed to 

frustrate or defeat any visitation rights accorded to the non-relocating parent; 

c) Whether the relocating parent will comply with any substitute visitation orders 

issued by the court if permission to relocate is granted; 

d) Whether the motives of the non-relocating parent are honorable in resisting the 

petition for permission to relocate or to what extent any opposition to the petition 

for permission to relocate is intended to secure a financial advantage in the form of 

ongoing support obligations or otherwise; 

e) Whether there will be a realistic opportunity for the non-relocating parent to 

maintain a visitation schedule that will adequately foster and preserve the parental 

relationship between the child and the non-relocating parent if permission to 

relocate is granted; and 

f) Any other factor necessary to assist the court in determining whether to grant 

permission to relocate. 

3) A parent who desires to relocate with a child pursuant to NRS 125C.006 or 125C.0065 has 

the burden of proving that relocating with the child is in the best interest of the child. 
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Alimony Factors (NRS 125.150(9)) 
 

 

 In addition to any other factors the court considers relevant in determining whether to award 

alimony and the amount of such an award, the court shall consider: 

a) The financial condition of each spouse; 

b) The nature and value of the respective property of each spouse; 

c) The contribution of each spouse to any property held by the spouses pursuant to NRS 

123.030; 

d) The duration of the marriage; 

e) The income, earning capacity, age and health of each spouse; 

f) The standard of living during the marriage; 

g) The career before the marriage of the spouse who would receive the alimony; 

h) The existence of specialized education or training or the level of marketable skills 

attained by each spouse during the marriage; 

i) The contribution of either spouse as homemaker; 

j) The award of property granted by the court in the divorce, other than child support and 

alimony, to the spouse who would receive the alimony; and 

k) The physical and mental condition of each party as it relates to the financial condition, 

health and ability to work of that spouse. 
 

 

 

Additional Relevant Laws (Nevada Revised Statutes) and Rules: 

 NRS Chapter 125 (divorce/dissolution of domestic partnership) 

 NRS Chapter 125C (custody/visitation) 

 NRS Chapter 126 (paternity) 

 NRS Chapter 125B and NAC 425 (child support)  

 Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure 

o NRCP 16.2 (divorce/dissolution) 

o NRCP 16.205 (custody/paternity) 

 Eighth Judicial District Court Rules 

o EDCR 5 

 

 

PART 4: DISCOVERY 

 

Discovery is the process that allows each party to share and gather information to build 

their case. The purpose of discovery is to make sure that you and the other party exchange 

information so you both know what the other will be presenting to the judge.  Unlike what is 

portrayed on TV and in the movies, there is rarely any surprise evidence or surprise witnesses 

allowed. 
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Because each case is different, there is no standard way to do discovery. You should 

consult with an attorney for assistance in understanding and conducting your own discovery. 

Remember, it is important to meet all deadlines for discovery! 

The discovery stage is important for a number of reasons: 

 It allows each side to prepare for trial/evidentiary hearing.  During discovery, the 

parties gather the evidence they will need to submit at trial/evidentiary hearing to prove 

their case or defend against the other side’s claims. Evidence includes but is not limited 

to witnesses, documents, emails, text messages, pictures, and videos.  

 

 It allows parties to explore the strengths and weaknesses in the case. Using discovery 

tools, the parties have the chance to talk to the other side and to witnesses, to see what 

documents and evidence the other side has that may help or hurt the case. Additionally, 

the parties are able to learn the other side’s position(s) on critical facts and legal issues. 

 

 It allows the parties to consider settling.  Once each party knows what evidence exists 

to support or weaken their claims and defenses in the case, they are in a good position to 

talk about settling the case without going to trial. 

 

Discovery Methods: 

 The Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure (NRCP) detail the different ways you can conduct 

discovery. NRCP 26 outlines the rules relating to all discovery methods. The most common 

discovery methods are: 

 Depositions (NRCP 30): In a deposition, a potential witness, including the parties, is 

questioned under oath in the presence of parties, their attorneys, and a court reporter. At a 

deposition, the witness will answer questions asked by the parties or their attorneys. The 

questions and answers will be transcribed into writing by a court reporter. Depositions 

may also be recorded to produce a video record. The judge is not present, but a transcript 

of the deposition may be presented at trial. The party who wants to take the deposition 

must pay the costs associated with it (court reporter fees, witness fees, transcript 

preparation, etc.). 

Page 8



 

 Interrogatories (NRCP 33): Interrogatories are written questions to the other party 

about things that are relevant or important to the case. Interrogatories are limited to 40 

questions, including subparts. You will need to seek the Court’s permission if you would 

like to ask more than 40 interrogatories. Questions must be related to your case. The 

responding party must send back written answers to the questions within thirty days.  

 Requests for Production of Documents, Electronically Stored Information, and 

Tangible Things (NRCP 34): In this type of discovery, you ask the other side in writing 

to provide particular documents, files, or physical things to you. You can also request to 

inspect land or property. The other side must send back written responses to your 

requests within thirty days.  

 Requests for Admissions (NRCP 36): This is a written request asking another party to 

admit or deny certain facts about the case. The responding party must admit, deny, or 

object to each request. If the responding party admits a request, that fact is deemed 

conclusively established unless the Judge orders otherwise. If the other side does not 

deny or object to the requests within thirty days (with some exceptions), they are 

considered admitted.  

 Subpoena (NRCP 45): There are different kinds of subpoenas depending on what you 

are asking for.  The common ones are:  

o Regular Subpoena: This is an order requiring a person to attend a particular 

event or proceeding, such as a trial/evidentiary hearing. Unless you are absolutely 

certain a person will show up to court, you should ordinarily serve a subpoena on 

all witnesses you need to testify at trial. Sometimes a witness’s employer may 

require you to subpoena a witness before they allow the witness to testify. It is a 

good idea to subpoena your witnesses as soon as possible so they can make 

arrangements for work, childcare, transportation, etc.  

o Subpoena Duces Tecum for Business Records: A Subpoena Duces Tecum for 

business records is an order requiring a business/organization to provide 

documents relevant to the case. Make sure you are reasonable with these requests, 

as you will often be charged for copies of the documents. You are required to 

serve the other party with a notice of intent to serve a subpoena seven days prior 

to serving a subpoena.  The business can return the requested records to you with 
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a notarized Certificate of Custodian of Records, which you must provide to the 

court for the documents to be validly admitted. See sample on pages 34-40.  

 

You must submit your completed subpoena form to the court clerk who will issue the 

subpoena (meaning the clerk will sign or stamp it).   After it is issued, you will need to 

arrange to have the subpoena personally served to the person/business named in the 

subpoena. The subpoena can be served by a constable, sheriff, private process server, or 

any person over eighteen years old who is not a party to the case. 

 

If you are subpoenaing a witness, you must also serve a check for a witness fee. The fees 

are currently $25 a day plus $0.56 per mile (estimate the number of miles for a round trip 

to the court or wherever you are requiring the person to appear). 

 

You must file proof of service of the subpoena with the court. An affidavit of service is 

included as part of the subpoena form. The person who serves the subpoena must fill out 

the affidavit of service, and you will file the entire subpoena with the court clerk. 

 

Responding to Requests from the Other Party: 

If you are served with discovery requests (such as the ones listed above), do not ignore 

them. You are usually required to respond within 30 days, but make sure you check the exact 

deadline provided. Do your best to respond to the discovery requests and make sure you are 

providing accurate information.  See samples on pages 64-68. 

 

If you do not know how to respond to discovery requests, it is best to seek legal advice as 

soon as possible. If you do not respond, you risk having facts deemed as admitted, or the other 

side can file a Motion to Compel setting a hearing with the Discovery Commissioner to make 

you comply with the discovery request. The Discovery Commissioner can sanction you for not 

responding to a discovery request by holding you in contempt of court, ordering you to pay the 

other party’s attorney’s fees and costs, or prohibiting you from using your evidence or presenting 

your argument in trial/evidentiary hearing. 
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PART 5: PRE-TRIAL PREPARATION 

 
There are a number of documents you will have to provide to the court prior to your trial 

date.  If you do not provide these documents by the required deadlines, the judge can prevent you 

from using the documents and witnesses at trial!  

 

Pre-Trial Memorandum / Evidentiary Hearing Memorandum 

This is a summary of your arguments, as well as a list of witnesses and evidence that you 

plan to use at trial. This may also be called a Pre-Trial/Evidentiary Hearing Brief. The 

Memorandum must be filed and served on the other party seven days prior Calendar Call or 14 

days before the trial/evidentiary hearing if there is no Calendar Call unless the judge orders a 

different deadline.  See samples on pages 41-47.  

 

Financial Disclosure Form 

This form requires you to provide information to the court regarding your employment, 

and finances. In a divorce case, you will also disclose all assets and debts. Even if you have 

already filed a Financial Disclosure Form, the judge usually requires you to file an updated 

Financial Disclosure Form before your Evidentiary Hearing/Trial. See samples on pages 48-55.  

 

List of Witnesses 

You must disclose the witnesses you intend to call to the stand at trial by filing a List of 

Witnesses.  This is generally due at least 45 days before your trial, but check your Trial Setting 

Order/Case Management Order to be sure.  There are different deadlines for expert witnesses 

that will be listed in your Trial Setting Order. See samples on pages 28-29. 

If you are debating calling a witness, it is recommended to list them, even if you may not 

end up calling them during trial. It is better to have someone who may have valuable information 

on the list as an option, than to not list someone and wish you could call on them later. 

You have to file this form with the court and serve the other side with a copy.  There is a 

Certificate of Service attached that you must fill out as proof that you gave the other side a copy. 
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List of Exhibits 

You must disclose the documents or other exhibits you intend to present at trial by filing 

a List of Exhibits.   This is generally due at least 21 days before trial, but check your Trial Setting 

Order/Case Management Order to be sure.  See samples on pages 30-31. 

You must also provide a copy of the exhibits you will use to the opposing party.  You can 

attach them to the form, or you can provide them separately.   

When you provide your exhibits to the other party, they should be Bate stamped. Bate 

stamping is sequential numbering on all of your exhibits in the lower right-hand corner of each 

page. You should put a “P” before every number if you are the plaintiff and a “D” before every 

number if you are the defendant. 

 Plaintiff example: Exhibit 1 (2 pages) would be labeled P001 and P002, followed by 

Exhibit 2 (3 pages) labeled P003, P004, and P005. 

 Defendant example: Exhibit A (2 pages) would be labeled D001 and D002, followed 

by Exhibit B (3 pages) would be labeled D003, D004, and D005.  

 

You have to file the List of Exhibits with the court and serve the other side with a copy.  

There is a Certificate of Service attached that you must fill out as proof that you gave the other 

side a copy. 

 

Exhibit Binder 

 You must provide copies of all the exhibits you plan to present at trial to the court.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to COVID-19, all exhibits are generally required to be submitted in 

an electronic format.  Refer to the Trial Management Order or Evidentiary 

Hearing Management Order or contact your Judge’s department for instructions 

on how to ensure everyone receives electronic copies of your exhibits. 

If the use of electronic exhibits is not possible, exhibits should be 

submitted to your judicial department at the direction of the Judge.  The rest of 

this section explains how to submit paper copies, which you should only do if 

allowed by your judge.  
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If your Judge requires that you provide paper copies, you must organize all of your 

exhibits that you plan to present at trial/evidentiary hearing in a binder. You may need to prepare 

up to five binders with the same exhibits: one for yourself, one for the other party, one for the 

judge, one for the witness stand, and one for the court clerk. This is to ensure everyone has 

copies of the documents at trial/evidentiary hearing. You must provide the Judge’s Clerk’s 

binder to the Clerk at least two days before trial/evidentiary hearing, unless the Judge orders 

differently.  

 You will need to label each exhibit (in the order they appear in the binder), 

include a tabbed cover sheet for each exhibit. 

o Plaintiffs use numbers for the exhibits (ex: Exhibit 1, 2, 3, etc.).  

o Defendants use letters for the exhibits (ex: Exhibit A, B, C, etc.). If you are 

the defendant and using more than 26 exhibits, you will then double the letters 

following the initial alphabet labeling (ex: Exhibit Z, AA, BB, etc.). If you use 

more than 52 exhibits, you will then triple the letters (ex: Exhibit ZZ, AAA, 

BBB, etc). 

o You must include a tabbed separator page before each exhibit that should be 

labeled “Exhibit __”. For example: 

  If you are the plaintiff and this is your second exhibit, the separator 

page would say “Exhibit 2” in the center of the page with nothing else 

on the page. 

 If you are the defendant and this is your second exhibit, the separator 

page would say “Exhibit B” in the center of the page with nothing else 

on the page. 

 You will need to bate stamp every page of every exhibit.  

o Do not Bate stamp the exhibit cover or separator pages. 

 You will need to create a cover page with a table listing all of the exhibits in the 

binder.  

o This page will contain the case caption, parties’ names, case and department 

number, and titled either “Plaintiff’s Exhibits” or “Defendant’s Exhibits.”  
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Below this information, you should have a table with six columns with the following labels: 

Exhibit, Description, Bate Stamp, Offered, Objected to, and Admitted.  Example:  

 

 

 

When you turn in your binder, you will have completed the first three columns. Leave the last 

three columns blank. You can make notes in these columns in your own copy of the binder. 

 

Calendar Call/Pre-Trial Conference/Pre-Evidentiary Hearing Conference 

If your judge schedules a Calendar Call/Pre-Trial Conference/Pre-Evidentiary Hearing 

Conference, this is your last hearing before your trial/evidentiary hearing.  At this hearing, you 

will discuss any outstanding issues and whether you and the other party are prepared to go 

forward on the trial date. You will inform the judge of whether there have been any agreements 

or possibility of settlement. You will also be able to notify the Judge if you need any audio/visual 

equipment for trial/evidentiary hearing.  
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PART 6: THE TRIAL/EVIDENTIARY HEARING  

 

General Tips 

1. Arrive early—account for time to park, go through security, and get to your courtroom 

before your scheduled start time. 

2. Dress professionally—slacks and a nice shirt are appropriate. 

3. Bring your documents. Make sure you have access to all exhibits, including the other 

party’s, by bringing paper copies or a laptop/tablet where you can view them.  Bring 

extra binders with Exhibits, if required by your judge.   

4. Bring paper and pens to take notes. 

5. Make sure your witnesses are present. 

6. If your Trial/Evidentiary Hearing is scheduled for a full day, consider bringing lunch as 

you may not have time to leave the Courthouse to eat.  

7. Follow the directions of the courtroom Marshal and the Judge. 

8. Speak to the judge; do not speak to the other side during the court proceeding. Always 

refer to the judge as “your Honor” or “Judge.” 

 

Opening Statement 

At the start of a trial/evidentiary hearing, the Judge may allow each party to give an 

opening statement which gives a brief outline of the evidence that will be presented. The plaintiff 

(or moving party) goes first, followed by the defendant (or the party opposing the motion). Do 

not present arguments or get into legal details at this point in time. This is just a chance for you 

to give a short statement of your case.  

Make sure to practice this statement before court. This is your prepared statement to give 

the judge initial information.  Read through it a number of times so that you are comfortable 

reciting it from memory or reading aloud for the Court.  
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Questioning Witnesses 

The plaintiff (or moving party) calls witnesses first.  For each witness, you will state the 

following to the judge: “Your honor, I would like to call (name of witness) to the stand.” The 

witness will then be sworn in before they begin testifying.  

The person who calls the witness to the stand will be able to ask questions first in direct 

examination. When that person is done asking questions, the other party can ask questions 

through cross-examination.  The person who initially called the witness will then be able to ask 

questions during re-direct examination.   

During your questioning of witnesses, you will also admit your exhibits into the record.  

Present relevant exhibits to witnesses and follow the protocol for admitting exhibits.  

Most likely, you will want to testify to tell the judge things about your case. You can call 

yourself as a witness. You do not need to ask yourself questions. However, it is important to 

have a plan about what you want to say. Focus on one issue at a time. You can also give the 

judge a framework for what you are going to talk about, for example “First, I am going to talk 

about the children’s medical issues” or “Now I am going to talk about the bank accounts.” You 

can also use your testimony to admit your exhibits. After you finish your testimony, the other 

party will get to ask you questions through cross-examination.  

While the other party is questioning witnesses, you may object to a question or the 

witness’s testimony if you believe the question or the testimony should not be considered by the 

judge for a valid reason. 

Once the moving party is done calling all of their witnesses, the opposing party will have 

the opportunity to call their witnesses and the process above will repeat. 

The charts on the next pages give you an overview of how to question witnesses, 

common objections you might want to use, and how to get exhibits admitted. 

 

Direct Examination 
 

 

 During direct examination, you will mostly ask the witness open-ended questions 

 The questions should allow the witness to testify as to what the witness knows, saw or 

experienced. 

 The questions should be specific to the witness and relevant to your case 

 To make the witness feel comfortable, it is a good idea to start with some basic questions, 

including their name, where they work or attend school (if they do so), how they know 

you/the opposing party, etc. 
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 One way to ensure you are asking open-ended questions is to begin your questions with 

who, what, when, where, why, or how. 
 

 
 

Cross-Examination 
 

 

 Cross-examination is when you get to question the other party’s witness. 

 Cross-examination is used to poke holes in the witness’s testimony or discredit the witness. 

 You may ask leading questions (questions that prompt yes/no answers). For example, 

“You did not actually see her leave the house, did you?” or “You witnessed her leave the 

house, correct?” 

 Cross-examination is usually limited to subjects that were raised during direct examination 

of the witness. 
 

 

 
 

Re-Direct Examination/Re-Cross  
 

 

 During re-direct examination, the party who initially called the witness may ask additional 

questions of the witness. 

 Re-direct is used to clarify new (unexpected) issues or facts brought up during the cross-

examination only. 

 The other party will get an opportunity cross-examine the witness again based on their 

testimony during Re-direct. 

 Re-direct and Re-cross is at the discretion of the judge and may not be allowed at times. 
 

 

 

Best Practices of Questioning Witnesses 
 

 

 You should speak with your witnesses (not the opposing party’s witnesses) before the 

court date. Make sure the witnesses are aware of what you will be asking. 

 Be prepared! Write down important questions beforehand so you do not forget them. 

 Listen to the witness! Ask questions that make sense based on the answers being provided. 

 Do not argue with a witness or the opposing party; you may object as appropriate. 

 If you feel that a witness is not telling the whole truth when the other party is questioning 

them, wait until it is your turn to ask the witness your own questions. 
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Admitting Exhibits (Documents, Photos, etc.) 
 

 

 Your exhibits prepared for court are not entered into the record unless you properly admit 

them and witnesses can assist you with getting them admitted. 

 With each exhibit, you must take the following steps to admit them: 

1. Your exhibit will already be marked by the clerk at this point. 

2. You will ask the witness to turn to the Exhibit in the Witness binder (for example, 

“Please turn to Plaintiff’s Exhibit 1”). 

3. You will then lay the foundation: Ask the witness to identify what the exhibit is, if 

they are familiar with it, and if it is accurate.  

4. Once the witness has identified the exhibit and its authenticity, you will ask the 

judge to admit the exhibit into the record. 

 If you subpoenaed documents and include the appropriate Affidavit of Custodian of 

Record form, the entity providing the documents, then you do not have to question a 

witness to get that evidence admitted. You just need to identify the Exhibit and the 

Affidavit of Custodian of Record and ask the Judge to admit it. 
 

 

 

Closing Argument 

When all of the witnesses are done testifying, the judge may ask each party to give a 

Closing Argument. This is a final summary of the evidence that was presented at the hearing. 

 This is your opportunity to persuade the judge to rule in your favor. 

 Prepare a closing argument before the trial/evidentiary hearing. You will want to make 

edits as the trial/evidentiary hearing goes on, based on the evidence and witness 

testimonies. 

 Explain how the witnesses’ testimony and the exhibits admitted support your case. 

 Point out problems with the other side’s case. 

 Tell the Judge how you want them to rule on each issue. For example: 

o How do you want property and debts divided? 

 

Common Objections 
 

 

 While the opposing party is questioning a witness, you may object to a question or the 

witness’s testimony. 

 The following are common objections you may use: 

1. Relevance (not related to anything involved in the case) 

2. Asked & Answered (repetitive question already answered) 

3. Leading Question (leading question being asked during direct examination) 

4. Compound Question (question asking multiple things) 

5. Argumentative (party is arguing with or badgering a witness; commonly used 

during cross-examination to protect a witness) 

6. Hearsay (statement by a third party offered for the truth of the statement—there are 

many exceptions though. See NRS Chapter 51)  
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o What custody do you want? 

o What should the visitation schedule be? 

 

The Final Decision 

The judge then considers all of the evidence presented and makes a decision. The judge 

may make a decision immediately in court. Or the judge may take the case under advisement – 

they may want to think about the evidence for a while and write their decision later. 

After the judge issues their decision, the decision is not enforceable until is it written and 

signed into an official order. For example, even if the judge granted a divorce at trial, the divorce 

is not final until the Divorce Decree is signed by the judge and filed with the Clerk of Court. 

The Judge may prepare the final order themselves and file and serve the parties. Or, the 

Judge may pick one party to prepare the order from the hearing. If the judge orders you to 

prepare the final order, the Self-Help Center has forms you can use.  

 

 

PART 7: APPEALS 

 

If you disagree with the judge’s decision after your trial/evidentiary hearing, you can file 

an appeal. An appeal is a request to have a higher court change a judgment of a lower court.  It 

must be filed within 30 days of the written notice of entry of the final order.   

When you appeal, the entire case is reviewed by a higher court. The appeals court will 

look at the evidence that was presented to the district court to decide whether some legal error 

was made. You will not be able to submit new evidence. Depending on what the appeals court 

decides, it can set aside, confirm, or modify the district court’s judgment and could order a new 

trial/evidentiary hearing. 

 

  

IMPORTANT: Appeals can be complicated, expensive, and lengthy. Before you decide 

to file an appeal, it is a good idea to meet with a lawyer and find out if you have a basis 

to appeal and the likelihood of success. 
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