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This Manual is drafted to provide general information to pro bono attorneys on handling 
an abuse or neglect case in Clark County, Nevada. It is not intended to be legal advice 
on a specific matter involving a specific case. 
 
The legal information is believed to be current, as of July, 2013. 
 
Although the client is referred to as “he” and “him” throughout the Manual, obviously, 
there are as many if not more dependent children who are female, and the use of the 
masculine pronoun includes the feminine pronoun (and vice-versa, where applicable). 
 
Nothing in this Manual should substitute for reference to Nevada statutory or case law.  
When in doubt, please contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project for 
information concerning current law or current practice in the Eighth Judicial District, 
Juvenile Court. 
 
This Manual was published with funds provided by the Supreme Court of Nevada, 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Court Improvement Project.



What Am I Getting Myself Into? 
 
Representing a child who has been abused or neglected can be a frustrating and time-
consuming, yet very rewarding, experience. Depending on the age of your client, his 
ability to recount what happened to him or what he wants, may be limited. Sometimes, 
the facts surrounding his abuse or neglect will be horrifying or heart-rending. 
 
Your client will have been taken from his home (and perhaps, separated from his 
siblings) and placed into an institution or unfamiliar foster care setting, without fully 
understanding what is happening or why.  He is likely to be angry or resentful of this 
change, he may believe that he is being punished or that what has happened is 
somehow his fault.  He may “act out”, or be sullen, uncommunicative or depressed – all 
of which may be appropriate responses to the trauma he has experienced.   
 
Accepting this child as a client means you must advocate for what he wants – not 
what any other person or professional, including you, thinks ought to happen or is in his 
best interests (leave this for the CASA).  Your job is to promote what the child wants to 
the caseworker, the therapist and, most importantly, to the Court, and work to make 
that happen.  It most cases, this will require you to confront an inefficient and 
impersonal bureaucratic and legal system. If what he wants is impossible, work to 
achieve a viable alternative (i.e. the child wants to live with Mom - who is in prison; 
perhaps living with Grandmom until Mom is released and able to care for the child is an 
alternative your client can accept). And there is no telling what the child may want: he 
may be in foster care and want to live with a relative in another state; he may want to be 
adopted; he may be in a resident treatment center (locked facilities like Desert Willow or 
Spring Mountain) and desperately want to be anywhere but there; or he may want to be 
on his own. 
 
Chapter 2 of this Manual gives a brief description of the legal process that is initiated 
once an allegation of abuse or neglect is made.  However, the issues affecting the child 
you have been asked to represent are unlikely to be limited to these standard court 
proceedings.  Usually, there are other issues – appropriate therapeutic or educational 
services, changes in placements, open adoption agreements, etc. – that will require 
your intervention on behalf of your client. An in-depth discussion of every issue that may 
arise is beyond the scope of this Manual and may not be necessary for your particular 
client.  Therefore, the attorneys for the Children’s Attorneys Project (CAP) are available 
as mentors and experts to advise and assist you with issues that can arise beyond the 
ordinary task of ensuring that the permanency plan adopted by the Court is acceptable 
to your client. Please feel free to contact them for assistance. 
 
Right now, less than 50% of all children removed from their homes are represented by 
counsel.  This means that in over 50% of cases, the Court never hears the voice of 
these children, never hears their wants or needs - yet they are permanently affected by 
any decision the Court makes.  Your willingness to advocate for an abused or neglected 
child means there is one less child who will be re-victimized by the legal process. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
Acronyms and Definitions  

 
The following is a list of abbreviations and terms that you are likely to encounter.  
 
Abuse:  N.R.S. § 432B.020 provides: 
 

1. “Abuse or neglect of a child means, except as otherwise provided in subsection 
2: 

a. physical or mental injury of a nonaccidental nature;  
b. sexual abuse or sexual exploitation; or  
c. negligent treatment or maltreatment as set forth in NRS 432B.140,  
d. of a child caused or allowed by a person responsible for his welfare under 

circumstances which indicate that the child’s health or welfare is harmed 
or threatened with harm. 

2. A child is not abused or neglected, nor is his health or welfare harmed or 
threatened for the sole reason that his 

a. Parent delivers the child to a provider of emergency services pursuant to 
NRS 432B.630, if the parent complies with the requirements of paragraph 
(a) of subsection 3 (delivery of unwanted newborn less than 30 days old); 
or 

b. Parent or guardian, in good faith, selects and depends upon nonmedical 
remedial treatment for such child, if such treatment is recognized and 
permitted under the laws of this State in lieu of medical treatment.  This 
subsection does not limit the court in ensuring that a child receive a 
medical examination and treatment pursuant to NRS 62E.280. 

3. As used in this section, “allow” means to do nothing to prevent or stop the abuse 
or neglect of a child in circumstances where the person knows or has reason to 
know that a child is abused or neglected.” 

 
The terms “mental injury”, “physical injury”, “sexual abuse”, “sexual exploitation” and 
“negligent treatment or maltreatment” are specifically defined in N.R.S. §§ 432B.070, 
432B.090, 432B.100, 432B.110 and 432B.140. 
 
Adjudication or Trial on Petition-Abuse/Neglect: If the parents deny the allegations 
in the Petition filed by the District Attorney, an evidentiary hearing will be held.  If the 
parents do not appear, the District Attorney will make an offer of proof regarding the 
allegations.  If the parents appear, the District Attorney must prove the allegations by a 
preponderance of the evidence: the Court will record its findings of fact and proceed to 
order a further hearing to dispose of the case. N.R.S. § 432B.530 
 
Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA): ASFA (42 U.S.C. § 671, et seq.) was 
passed by Congress in 1997 in order to assure the health and safety of children and to 
promote permanent homes for children. ASFA requires, among other things, that 
children who are removed from the care of their parents either be returned to them or 
placed in an alternative permanent placement within one year from the date they are 
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taken into protective custody.  ASFA mandates that caseworkers plan concurrently to 
return the child home and to place the child in an alternative permanent placement.  
ASFA mandates that safety of children be the paramount concern in all decisions 
concerning placement.  These federal mandates were enacted in Nevada and are set 
forth in Chapter 432B of N.R.S.  
 
Alternate Plan: An alternate plan is a plan made in case a child cannot be safely 
returned to his parents. Families, relatives, foster parents, attorneys for the parents or 
for the child, or others in the community, may help develop the plan. The alternate plan 
may be adoption, permanent placement with a relative, guardianship, or permanent 
foster care.  If an alternate plan becomes the goal for a child, the Court must approve 
that plan. 
 
Basic Skills Training (BST): A BST worker offers services in the community or 
home setting.  These services include, but are not limited to, social skills, problem 
solving, basic living skills, personal safety, self-care, organizational skills, time 
management, and transitional living skills. 
 
Case Plan: A case plan is a plan approved by the Court that outlines the minimum 
tasks a parent or guardian must complete before a child will be returned to their care. It 
is a "working document," which may change periodically during the course of a 
dependency case, with each change requiring Court approval. It may include 
evaluations of the parents and the child, completion of counseling sessions, and 
maintaining stable employment or housing, among other things. Contrary to widespread 
belief, successful completion of the case plan does not guarantee that a child will 
be returned to a parent or guardian.  In addition, it’s possible that a child may be 
returned home before completion of a case plan if there is no current safety plan. 
 
Chafee Funds:  A client over age 15-½ may apply for Chafee funds to pay for 
expenses such as driver’s license fees, graduation pictures and announcements, or 
other necessities (up to $500. annually). 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting System (CANS): Refers to the Child Abuse and 
Neglect Screening which consists of a thorough search of the UNITY system for 
information on any reports and/or investigations pursuant to NRS 432B. 
 
Child Abuse, Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA):  CAPTA (42 U.S.C. § 5101, et 
seq.) first passed in 1974, set standards for the definition of child abuse and neglect and 
provided assistance to States to develop child abuse and neglect identification and 
prevention programs. Subsequent CAPTA amendments required States to implement 
protective systems to respond to reports of medical neglect, establish comprehensive 
adoption assistance programs, and expedite termination of parental rights in certain 
cases, among other things. These federal mandates were enacted in Nevada and are 
set forth in Chapter 432B of N.R.S.   
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Child and Family Team (CFT): A team that is comprised of family members, friends, 
foster parents, legal custodians, community specialists and other interested people 
identified by the family and agency who collaboratively develop a plan of care and 
protection to achieve child safety, child permanency, and child and family well-being. 
 
Child Haven:  A temporary, emergency residential facility for children who cannot 
remain safely in their home, where children remain until they may return safely to their 
home, are placed with a relative, or are placed in a foster home. Child Haven is located 
at 701 N. Pecos Road, Las Vegas, Nevada (on the north end of the Clark County 
Family Court campus). The general telephone number for Child Haven is: (702) 455-
5390. 
 
Child Protective Services (CPS): CPS is the group within the Clark County 
Department of Family Services responsible for investigating allegations of child abuse 
or neglect; linking families to community services and providing guidance and 
supervision to families at risk of abuse and neglect; or, if it is not possible to keep a child 
safe in his home, taking a child into protective custody until appropriate permanent 
placement plans can be developed. The primary job of CPS caseworkers is to ensure 
the safety of children.  The general telephone number for CPS is: (702) 455-5200. 
 
Child Protective Services (CPS) Caseworker: This is the caseworker who responds 
to reports of child abuse or neglect, investigates the allegations, decides whether the 
child can remain safe in the home, with or without voluntary services, or whether the 
child should be removed and placed into protective custody.  This investigative 
caseworker helps the Clark County District Attorney complete the Petition – 
Abuse/Neglect and prepares the Summary Report on the case for the Report & 
Disposition Hearing, which includes an initial case plan for the family and initial 
placement recommendation for the child. 
 
Children’s Attorneys Project (CAP):  The Children’s Attorneys Project of Legal Aid 
Center of Southern Nevada, Inc., represents abused and neglected children.  Most 
clients are children in the custody of the child welfare agency and are usually referred to 
CAP by the Juvenile Division of the Family Court.   
 
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA):  A CASA is a volunteer member of the 
community who is appointed by the Court to be a child’s guardian ad litem, and 
represent and protect the best interests of the child in court proceedings.  A Clark 
County CASA volunteer is supposed to receive 40 hours of training before being 
assigned to a case. N.R.S. § 432B.500 requires that the Court appoint a guardian ad 
litem for the child after a petition alleging abuse or neglect has been filed. However, in 
practice, CASA’s are appointed in about 1/3 of the cases in dependency court. 
  
Department of Family Services (DFS): DFS is the Clark County agency formed in 
2002 to be responsible for providing services for Clark County families, including:  The 
Child Abuse Hotline (responsible for accepting reports of abuse and neglect, 24/7); 
Child Protective Services, (See,  Above); Child Haven and emergency shelter homes 
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(See,  Above); Children's Advocacy Center (a facility adjacent to Child Haven that 
provides a child-friendly setting to interview children about reports of child abuse, 
particularly sexual abuse, conducts medical exams and provides therapy); Parenting 
Project (a program to help parents have positive, healthy and nurturing relationships 
with their children); Foster Care Services (the program responsible for recruiting and 
training foster parents to meet the needs of children and the licensing of foster homes); 
and Adoption Services (the program responsible for recruiting adoptive parents who will 
provide an alternative, permanent home for children who cannot be reunited safely with 
their parents).  
 
A child in protective custody may have contact with numerous caseworkers: the CPS 
caseworker who investigates allegations of abuse/neglect and prepares the R & D 
Hearing Report and initial placement plan; the DFS caseworker who develops case 
plans to reunify a child with his parent(s) and alternative placements in the event 
reunification is not possible; and their substitutes or replacements.  In addition, a 
Permanency Worker will be appointed to arrange the adoption of a child, if adoption 
becomes the permanent placement plan. The administrative offices for DFS are located 
at 121 S. Martin Luther King Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada 89106. The general 
telephone number is: (702) 455-5444. 
 
Department of Family Services (DFS) Caseworker: This is the caseworker assigned 
after the CPS caseworker has investigated the case, caused the child to be placed in 
the County’s custody, and prepared the R & D hearing report developing the initial case 
plan and recommendations for placement.  The DFS caseworker is primarily 
responsible for the day-to-day monitoring of the care your client receives during the 
term of his wardship, including the arrangement of foster care or other caretaker 
placement.  This caseworker also prepares status reports for the Court on the parents’ 
progress in achieving the case plan. 
 
District Attorney (DA): The “D.A.” is counsel to DFS and represents the agency at all 
abuse and neglect proceedings, from the initial protective custody hearing until the case 
closes and court jurisdiction terminates.  The D.A. files all abuse and neglect petitions 
as well as petitions to terminate parental rights (“TPR”).  When legal issues about the 
case or case worker arise, the D.A. handles them on behalf of DFS.     
 
Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS):  DCFS is a division of the Nevada 
Department of Health and Human Services, the state agency responsible for providing 
mental health services to residents of the State of Nevada. The general telephone 
number for DCFS is: (702) 486-7800. 
 
Educational Training Voucher (ETV) funds: ETV funds can be used to pay for higher 
education for children who are in foster care or who have aged out of the system.  The 
money can be used at nearly all post-secondary education programs, including college, 
community college, culinary school, etc.  Each child is entitled to $5,000 per year, paid 
directly to the educational institution. 
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Fictive Kin: A person who is not related by blood but who has a significant emotional 
and positive relationship with the child.   
 
Foster Mother, Foster Father (F/M, F/F): Foster mothers/fathers are the adults in the 
home where the County has placed a child in protective custody, who are not the 
relatives, natural parents, or adoptive parents of such child.  
 
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA): ICWA determines the jurisdiction for Indian children, 
or those eligible for tribal membership. ICWA gives Indian parents greater protections; 
allows Indian tribes to exercise control over, or have input into, placement decisions; 
proscribes the order of placement preference for Indian children; mandates compliance 
with extensive notice procedures; and requires social workers to provide an increased 
level of services. State court decisions may be invalidated for failure to follow these and 
other ICWA requirements. 
 
Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children (ICPC):  ICPC is the agreement 
among the states to share information about the suitability of homes in their state as a 
placement location for a child in protective custody.  ICPC signatory states agree to 
certain procedures and responsibilities regarding children in out-of-state placements.  
The receiving state upon approving a placement provides monthly reports to the worker 
of the sending state. 
 
Natural Mother, Natural Father (N/M, N/F): Natural mothers and natural fathers are 
the birth parents of a child in protective custody. 
 
Notice and Approval to Reschedule or Reset a Court Date (NARD):  A form used 
with the Court to vacate, reset or add hearings.   The NARD form is only for minor 
hearings such a status checks or placement reviews.  More substantive hearings will 
require a Motion to be filed with the Court. 
 
Permanency Plan: A Permanency Plan is a plan created by setting out where a child in 
protective custody will live permanently, which could include natural parents, relatives, 
guardians, permanent foster parents, adoptive parents, or independent living for an 
older child. DFS must draft the plan and present it to the Court for adoption by the 
Court, at the Permanency Hearing. 
 
Permanency/Review Hearing: The Review Hearing is a formal hearing held every six 
months after a child is taken into protective custody (unless excused), where the Court 
will review the status of the case and the permanent plan for the child, of: 
 
 1. reunification with the parent or guardian; 
 2. termination of parental rights and adoptions; 
 3. placement in a permanent guardianship (including a permanent foster  
  home or with a fit and willing relative); or 
 4. transition to independent living for children aged 16-1/2 or older. 
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Permanency Worker: This is a DFS caseworker who is responsible for preparing the 
Court reports and other documents (Home Study and Social Summary) necessary to 
effect the adoption of a child in protective custody. 
 
Person Legally Responsible for the Psychiatric Care of the Child (PLR):  A person 
appointed by the court to be legally responsible for the psychiatric care of the child, 
which includes the procurement and oversight of all psychiatric treatment, related care 
and provision of informed consent and approval to administer psychotropic 
medications.   
 
Petition – Abuse/Neglect: A petition filed by the Clark County District Attorney alleging 
facts of abuse or neglect sufficient to bring the child within the jurisdiction of the Juvenile 
Court (for protective custody). N.R.S. § 432B.470. 
 
Placement: A placement is the location where a child in protective custody will live or is 
living. 
 
Plea Hearing:  A hearing that occurs within 30 days after the District Attorney files a 
Petition – Abuse/Neglect, where the Mother/Father of the child alleged to be the subject 
of abuse or neglect either admits, denies, or does not contest the factual allegations in 
the Petition.  
 
Protective Custody Hearing: A hearing before a judge or hearing master that must 
occur within 72 hours after a child has been removed from his home, to determine if 
CPS made “reasonable efforts to prevent removal of a child” (as per the requirements of 
N.R.S. § 432B.490) and decide if there is reasonable cause to believe that the child 
may be at risk of harm if released from protective custody.   
 
Psychosocial Rehabilitation Skills (PSR): A PSR worker offers services in the 
community or home setting.  These services include, but are not limited to, behavioral 
management, social skills, problem identification and resolution, effective 
communication, moral guidelines and judgment, and life goals. 
 
Report and Disposition Hearing (“R & D Hearing”):  If the Court finds that the 
allegations of the Petition – Abuse/Neglect are true, the Court will order DFS to submit a 
Disposition Report and Permanency Plan containing the following: 
 

1) The conditions of the child’s residence, the child’s record in school, the 
mental, physical and social background of his family, the family’s financial 
situation and other relevant matters, or if the child is a newborn delivered to a 
provider of emergency services, any matters relevant to the case; and 

2) A plan to place the child in a safe setting as near to the residence of his 
parent(s) as is consistent with the best interests and special needs of the 
child. The plan must include: 

a. A description of the type, safety and appropriateness of the home or 
institution (consistent with N.R.S. § 432B.3905, limiting placement of 
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children in child care institutions); 
b. A description of the services that will be provided to try to reunify the 

child with the parent(s) and alternative permanent placements that will 
be explored; 

c. A discussion of the appropriateness of the services that will be 
provided under the plan; and 

d. A description of how the plan will be carried out (pursuant to Court 
order). 

  
The R & D Hearing occurs within 15 working days after the Plea Hearing.  The Court will 
receive the DFS report and hear from the caseworker, the CASA (if one is appointed), 
and the attorneys for the child and parents, and make orders concerning the custody 
and placement of the child, what CPS, DFS and the parent(s) must do.   
 
Reunification:  Reunification is the return of a child to the home and care of the 
parent(s), caretaker or guardian from whom he was removed and placed into protective 
custody.  
 
Review Hearing: A Review Hearing is formal hearing that occurs every six months, 
after the R & D Hearing, to review the child’s status and the progress made to achieve a 
permanent placement for the child. (See, Permanency Hearing). 
 
Status Hearing: A Status Hearing is a hearing ordered at the discretion of the Court to 
review case status between the formal Review Hearings, usually, to deal with a specific 
issue presented in the case. 
 
Subject Minor (S/M):  A minor child who is placed in protective custody - your client.  
 
Supervised Contact/Visits:  Contacts or visits between a child in protective custody 
and the parent(s) or other guardian from whose custody he was removed that are 
monitored by a caseworker or other adult. 
 
Termination of Parental Rights (TPR):  TPR involves the permanent severing of the 
parent-child relationship. The District Attorney will file a Petition To Terminate Parental 
Rights in Family Court (with a new case number) asking the Court to terminate all of a 
parent’s rights to a child.  If a parent contests the Petition, there will be an evidentiary 
hearing, where the District Attorney must submit clear and convincing evidence that it is 
in the best interests of the child that his/her parents should no longer have any rights to 
him/her. (See, Chapter 128 of the Nevada Revised Statutes). 
  
Therapeutic Foster Care: A foster home or group home that is supposed to be 
specially equipped to address the physical, mental, or emotional needs of a child in 
protective custody.  
 
Unified Nevada Information Technology for Youth (UNITY):  Nevada’s statewide 
automated child welfare information system. 
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Wraparound in Nevada (WIN): WIN workers are employed by DCFS and are assigned 
to cases where youth have mental health issues.  They do targeted case management 
and ensure that the youth is wrapped in proper services. These workers hold CFT 
meetings on a monthly basis and visit the youth weekly. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
A Child’s Journey through Dependency Court 

 
Introduction 

 
The juvenile dependency court is comprised of three district court judges and three 
juvenile hearing masters  Each of the judges are assigned a hearing master who serve 
at the pleasure of the judge.  The cases are divided amongst the three judges by 
geographic location and specialized units.  Only judges may hear termination of 
parental rights trials and adjudicatory hearings involving sexual abuse 
 
Hearing Masters issue findings of fact and recommendations which must be 
countersigned by a district court judge to become an order.  Parties have the right to 
request these written findings by objecting to a hearing master’s recommendations.   
Pursuant to Eight Judicial District Rule 1.46, the party should make their intention to 
object on the record at the hearing.  Once the written findings of fact and 
recommendations are received, the party has five days to file the written objection to the 
district court. 
 
Each courtroom is staffed with a marshal.  As a pro bono attorney, you should check in 
with the marshal and let him/her know that you are a pro bono CAP attorney.  This will 
enable you to get priority, recognizing that you are a volunteer and donating your time.  
Also, remember that the calendar is organized by the mother’s name.  

 
Steps Leading Up to Litigation 

 
Before Clark County becomes involved with a family, someone 
must file a report of abuse or neglect.  The report may be a tip 
on the Child Abuse Hotline, or a hold on a drug-exposed baby at 
the hospital.  It could be a formal report submitted by a 
mandated reporter (N.R.S. § 432B.220), such as a teacher or 
hospital staff.  Law enforcement may file a report if a parent is 
arrested and there is no one home to care for a child. 
 

 
Nevada law requires that Child Protective Services (CPS) investigate reports of child 
abuse or neglect. If CPS believes a child has been abused, neglected, or is otherwise in 
need of protection, CPS has the authority to place the child into protective custody, 
petition the court for custody of the child or offer services to the family of the child.  
What CPS does depends on the circumstances of each family: the goal is to ensure the 
safety of children who have been reported as being abused or neglected and protect 
them from the risk of further harm. 
 

Pre-litigation Investigation by Child Protective Services 
When CPS receives a report of abuse or neglect of a child, the 
nature of the allegations and the age of the child are factors that 



 

10 

determine how quickly an investigation is started. (Police may also investigate if the 
abuse or neglect involves criminal conduct.)  

The CPS caseworker will gather information about the alleged abuse or neglect by 
interviewing the child's parent(s), guardian or other caretaker, siblings or other persons 
living in the child's home, and law enforcement, medical and school personnel, if 
necessary. The CPS caseworker will also interview the child and does not require the 
consent or presence of the parent or guardian to do so. CPS must determine if there is 
reasonable cause to believe that abuse or neglect has occurred and if so, who is 
responsible.  As a result of this investigation, CPS will either substantiate the report of 
abuse or neglect, or determine the report is unsubstantiated.  If the report of abuse or 
neglect is unsubstantiated, the case is closed and the family has no further involvement 
with CPS. 

Protection without Removing the Child 
 
Removing children from their homes can be even more traumatic than the underlying 
abuse or neglect and should be the last resort, not the first, even if the investigation 
substantiates the report.  Until recently, however, deciding whether or not to remove 
was imprecise and largely subjective, too often based upon the attitude and experience 
of the decision maker. The same facts often produced wildly different outcomes for 
children and families. 
 
The Department of Family Services (“DFS”), with the support of the dependency court, 
has introduced and implemented a safety decision-making model designed to bring 
objectivity to the process.  This model presumes that children must not be removed 
unless CPS determines that leaving them in the home would render them “unsafe.”   
 
Children are considered “safe” when there are no present or impending danger threats 
or the caregivers are sufficiently protective to be able to control any existing threats. 
 
By contrast, a child is unsafe if the following criteria are met: 
 

 There is actual or threatened danger. 
 The child is vulnerable to the danger or threatened danger (e.g. because 

of age or disability, the child is unable to protect himself/herself and 
depends on others) 

 The caregivers are unable to protect the child from the danger. In CPS 
terminology, this is called “protective capacity.” 

 The danger or threat of danger cannot be mitigated or controlled even with 
a written safety plan. 

 
(See, Appendix C – Nevada Safety Threats Guide). 

Under the Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA), State child protection agencies are 
required to make reasonable efforts to keep children safe in their homes.  CPS can 
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work with the family to develop a plan to ensure the safety of the child without going to 
Court, however, the family is not legally obligated to comply with the plan.  If the family 
fails to comply, CPS can refer the matter to the Clark County District Attorney (DA) and 
if the DA accepts the referral, a petition alleging abuse or neglect may be filed and a 
dependency case formally opened. 

Practice tip:  These same criteria also determine when a removed child should go 
home.  “Why can’t my client go home” is an appropriate question to ask at every 
hearing.  It is up to the caseworker to justify continued out of home placement based 
upon the criteria set forth above.  If the caseworker cannot tell the court specifically how 
and why the child is still unsafe, ask the court for immediate reunification.  Remember:  
Reunification does not depend on parents completing court ordered services.  Children 
can be safe at home while their parents complete their case plans. 
 

Emergency Removal (N.R.S. § 432B.390) 
 
If, as a result of its investigation, CPS finds that immediate removal is necessary to 
protect a child from the threat of further abuse or neglect, CPS may remove the child 
without the consent of the caretaker.1 Emergency removal can occur at any time, even if 
the parents are cooperating with CPS.  The child is said to be taken into “protective 
custody.”  If a child is taken into protective custody, he must be placed in the following 
order of priority2: 
 

 In a hospital, if needed; 
 With a suitable relative within the 5th degree of consanguinity or a fictive 

kin (a person who is not related by blood but who has a significant 
emotional and positive relationship with the child.), who is able to provide 
proper care and guidance for the child, whether or not they reside in 
Nevada; 

 In a licensed foster home; 
 In any other licensed shelter that provides care to such children. 

 
In determining whether a relative or fictive kin is suitable, CPS considers such factors as 
the conditions of the relative’s home and the relative’s criminal background, history of 
child abuse or neglect, substance abuse, ability and willingness to protect the child from 
his parent or guardian, and the level of cooperation with the case plan developed by 
CPS and the family. Whenever possible, children must be placed together with their 
siblings and must not be placed in a jail or other place for detention, incarceration or 
residential care of persons convicted of a crime or children charged with delinquent 
acts. 
 
  

                                                           
1 N.R.S. § 432B.390 (1)(a). 
2 These priorities were established by the Legislature in A.B. 350 (2011). 
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Protective Custody Hearing (N.R.S. § 432B.470) 
 
A hearing must be held within 72 hours of a child being placed 
into protective custody, excluding weekends and holidays.  
The purpose of the hearing, called the P.C. or Protective 
Custody Hearing, is to determine if the child should remain in 
protective custody or if he can be released safely to return to 
his parents or other caretakers.3 In Clark County, Protective 
Custody Hearings are conducted by district court judges. At 
the hearing, CPS will explain to the Court why the child 
could not be left in the home safely and provide any other relevant 
information that the worker has learned in the course of his/her investigation. If the 
Court decides that the child would remain at risk of harm if returned to his home, the 
child will remain in protective custody and the Court will make written Findings & Order 
of Reasonable Efforts to Prevent Removal of Child (as required by ASFA). If the Court 
does not make those findings, the child will be released to his family and the case will 
be closed.  
 
While the child will seldom have an attorney representing him at this hearing, the Court 
can refer the child for representation by a CAP attorney.  Legal Aid Center is pushing to 
have more attorneys appear at this stage.   
 
The Court has the discretion to appoint counsel for the parents at the Protective 
Custody Hearing or the Plea Hearing.   
 

Plea and Adjudicatory Hearings (N.R.S. § 432B.530) 
 
Plea Hearing 

If the Court orders that a child be retained in protective custody, the Clark County 
District Attorney has 10 days to file a "Petition – Abuse/Neglect” (Petition). The Petition 
must specifically state the reasons the child was brought into custody.4 

There is a standing order in the 8th Judicial District that allows attorneys from the 
Children’s Attorneys Project to represent any child with an active Family Court case; 
representation is activated by filing a Notice of Appearance in the case.  The Plea 
Hearing is usually the earliest point in the proceedings where a CAP attorney can meet 
the parents, their attorneys and the caseworker.  The Petition is presented to the Court 
at this hearing and the parents have an opportunity to enter a plea.  If the parents admit 
to the allegations in the Petition or plead no contest, the Court may make a finding of 
neglect and return the child home before the Report & Disposition Hearing, although 
usually, the child is kept in protective custody and the case proceeds. 
 
 
                                                           
3 N.R.S. § 432B.470 (1). 
4 N.R.S. § 432B.490, N.R.S. § 432B.510. 
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Adjudication on Protective Custody Petition  
 
If the parents deny the allegations in the Petition, an Adjudication 
Hearing will be set for another date. At the hearing, the DA must 
prove the allegations of the Petition by a "preponderance" of 
evidence.  At the conclusion of the Hearing, the Court grants or 
denies CPS continued protective custody over the child. If the 
Petition is denied, the child is returned to his parents and the 
case is closed. If the Petition is granted, the child remains in 
protective custody and the case proceeds to Disposition.  
 

Report & Disposition Hearing (N.R.S. § 432B.530) 
 
DFS has an obligation to make “reasonable efforts” to return your client to his family.  
The CPS caseworker will prepare a report for the Court setting forth: 
 

 the concerns for the child’s safety, 
 the conditions of his home,  
 the child’s progress in school,  
 the mental, physical, and social background of the family and its financial 

situation, and  
 the parents’ progress with services arranged by CPS.  

 
The report will also include recommendations on where the child should live and what 
the parents need to do in order for the child to return home (reunification) – also called a 
“case plan”.  If your case is in this early stage of the proceedings, you may request a 
continuance to allow for a conference with your client or, if you have already met your 
client, advocate for him, particularly in regards to interim placements and the 
requirements set out in the Case Plan.  After all parties (parents, caseworkers, 
attorneys for parents and for the child) have been heard, the Court will make a 
Disposition Order.  
 
Following Disposition, a new caseworker is usually assigned 
to the child’s case, with their primary responsibility being to 
monitor the day-to-day care of a child in protective custody, 
including placement, education, medical care, extra-curricular 
activities, etc.  In addition, the caseworker will assist the 
parents in complying with their case plan objectives, explain 
problems noted in the report, discuss what services DFS will 
provide or recommends, and monitor the parents’ progress. 
This caseworker arranges foster care or other caretaker 
placement while the child’s case remains open and prepares 
periodic reports for the Court on the parents’ progress in 
satisfying the objectives and requirements of the Case Plan. Please be aware that a 
Nevada Supreme Court case has held that a non-offending parent is not required to 
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comply with a case plan and accept services under N.R.S. 432B.560 for purposes of 
reunification.  (See, Matter of Parental Rights as to A.G., 295 P.3d 589 (Nev. 2013)). 
 
If your client does not want to return home, it is important to tell this to the Court and the 
caseworker.  Even if the caseworker is helping the parents try to reunite with your client, 
he or she is also supposed to develop a concurrent plan for placement, in the event that 
the attempts at family reunification fail. It is important for the DFS caseworker to know 
what alternative plans your client finds acceptable and to advocate strongly for that, if 
family reunification is not what your client wants or is unlikely to happen.  
Also, you may file a Motion to waive the requirement of “reasonable efforts” at 
reunification, especially if your client wants to be adopted, in hopes of speeding up the 
adoption process.   
 

Review Hearings (N.R.S. § 432B.580) 

Regardless of whether there are earlier hearings to 
check the status of a case, Nevada law requires that 
the Court hold a formal Review Hearing six months 
after the initial removal to review progress and every 
180 days thereafter.  The purpose of these hearings is 
to inform the Court if the parents are following through 
on the case plan and how your client in faring in his 
current placement.  Based on your client’s position, you 
can take this opportunity to request that the child be 
returned home, removed from home, or continue in the 
current out-of-home placement.  These hearings are primarily to check on the welfare of 
the child, although the Court will also inquire into the progress of the parents in 
completing any case plan and any alternative placement options being explored.  It is 
important that you are actively involved in these proceedings, to ensure that your 
client’s needs are being met and to advocate for your client. 

The DFS caseworker will prepare a “Report for Permanency and 
Placement Review” for the Court describing the progress that has 
been made toward reunifying the child with the parent and the 
“status” of your client. As the child’s attorney, you will receive a 
copy of the Report and Permanency Plan prior to the Hearing. If 
your client has concerns about what is in the Report or if the 
Report contains factual inaccuracies about your client or the 
goals listed do not comply with your client’s wishes, you should 
discuss your concerns with the DFS caseworker. If conversations 
with the DFS caseworker do not resolve your concerns, raise 
them with the Court at the Hearing. You also need to keep the Court informed about 
how your client is doing in school and/or home, what he wants in terms of permanency 
(i.e. live with a relative, remain in foster care, be adopted, etc.) and any other specific 
concerns your client may have. It is important to have your client present in the 
courtroom during this Hearing and if, for any reason, your client is not present, 
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you should ask the Court for a continuance of the Hearing, so that he may be 
there (unless your client refused to attend). 

Regardless of what the parents are or are not doing, you must represent the wishes 
of your client at this Hearing.  If what he wants is something that you are certain the 
Court will not do at the present time (for obvious safety reasons), you should still 
advocate for that outcome, if not now, then in the future, and work to make that happen. 

Other Hearings 

From time to time issues may arise that need the Court’s immediate attention.  If it 
becomes necessary to address or advance your client’s interests between scheduled 
Review Hearings, you may place the case on the Court’s calendar.  The procedure for 
doing this varies depending on whether the issue is substantive (i.e., enjoining a change 
in placement or asking for a visitation order) or procedural (i.e., changing a scheduled 
review hearing date or inquiring on the status of a travel request).  Procedural or minor 
matters that do not require the filing of a full-blown motion can be brought before the 
Court by filing a setting slip or a Notice and Approval to Reschedule or Reset a Court 
Date (frequently referred to as a “NARD”).  To obtain a NARD, you must go to the 
Court’s clerk and get approval and notify the other parties once approved. 

If the issue is substantive, you must file a Motion requesting the relief your client needs 
as well as a Motion for an Order Shortening Time for the hearing.  When urgent issues 
arise, you need to protect your client’s interests by bringing the issue before the Court at 
an expedited hearing.   

Permanency Hearing (N.R.S. § 432B.590) 
 
Federal (ASFA) and State law require DFS to find a safe, appropriate and permanent 
home for any child placed into foster care, with a preference for reunifying a child with 
his family if it is safe and appropriate. Once a child remains in substitute care for 12 
continuous months (or 14 of the last 20 months), Nevada law states that the Court must 
determine a Permanency Plan for the child:  
 

1. If the parent has made significant progress and it is safe and appropriate for the 
child to return home, the Permanency Plan will be reunification.  

2. If the parent has not made significant progress and it is not safe and appropriate 
for the child to return home, the Court will order a different plan such as 
termination of parental rights/adoption, permanent guardianship or independent 
living.  

 
The goal underlying these time limits is to 
benefit children in protective custody by 
prohibiting practices that historically allowed 
children to languish in foster care for years.  In 
practice, the stringent guidelines and 
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mandated time lines often operate to the detriment of children. Decisions regarding 
permanent placements for a child may be made hastily, simply to comply with ASFA 
time requirements, rather than based upon what is in the best interests of a child.    

ASFA contains exceptions to the twelve month requirement; for example, a Petition to 
Terminate Parental Rights does not need to be filed if the child is being cared for by a 
relative or if termination would not be in the best interests of the child.  If your client 
does not want the rights of his parents to be terminated, you must oppose any attempt 
to commence the TPR process and ask the Court to make a finding of “compelling 
circumstances” so that the ASFA/statutory timelines for termination are extended, and 
thus enjoin any attempt to terminate parental rights. (See, Chapter Six). 

Reunification issues are among the most difficult that a 
children’s attorney must confront. A parent may be fully 
complying with a Case Plan, and yet your client does not 
want to return home (he may be afraid of his parent).  In 
these circumstances, if DFS is pushing for reunification 
and the Court seems disposed to ordering this, you should 
consider asking the Court to delay reunification and 
advocate for “trial home visits” for a day, a weekend, etc., 

and for family counseling for the parents and the child. On the other hand, if DFS 
decides the parents are not complying with the case plan and asks the DA to file a 
Petition to Terminate Parental Rights (Petition), you must strategize with your client on 
whether to support or oppose the Petition. If he wants to be adopted, you will support 
the DA’s Petition; however, terminating parental rights when there is little prospect that 
adoptive parents will be found for the child creates a legal orphan and sets the child up 
to remain in long term foster care, without a permanent family. You must fully counsel 
your client on his choices and come up with a plan either to support the Petition or 
oppose the Petition and recommend that services and reunification efforts continue. 
You should be aware, however, that a Nevada Supreme Court case has held that the 
absence of an adoptive resource does not bar the Court from terminating parental 
rights. (See, Matter of Parental Rights as to A.J.G., 148 P.3d 759 (Nev. 2006)). 

ASFA, with its mandated time limits, can be used as a sword (to require a TPR when 
your client wants to be adopted) or as a shield (when termination is contrary to your 
client’s wishes, you will argue that compelling circumstances exist which extend any 
federal or state time limits on the time to file a Petition). You and your client can 
determine how best to argue its provisions.  If you have any questions or concerns 
about ASFA and its applicability in your case, feel free to contact your mentor at the 
Children’s Attorneys Project for assistance and advice. 
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Abuse or neglect is reported to CPS, which investigates. NRS 432B.260

Protective Custody Hearing within 72 hours 
after removal. NRS 432B.470

Adjudicatory Hearing on Petition re: Abuse/
Neglect ("Plea Hearing"); held within 30 days after the 
Petition is filed. NRS 432B.530.

CPS leaves child in 
home with 
supervision/ support 
services (NRS 
432B.340); case 
remains open.

Court sends child 
home with 
supervision/  
support services; 
case remains open.

DFS prepares case plan for Court review within 30 days after R & D hearing.  NRS 432B.540.DFS 
prepares "Report for Permanency & Placement Review" for status hearings held at least every 6 
months. NRS 432B.553.  Permanancy hearing held 12 months after initial removal (unless 
excused): DFS must present and the Court must adopt a permanancy plan for the child. NRS 
432B.553, 4323B.590

Child's family completes 
reunification plan; child 
returns home. Case may 
remain open.

Child's family does not complete reunification plan or reasonable efforts 
to reunify are not required (NRS 432B.393).

Court terminates parental rights. NRS 

128.005, et. seq. See TPR flow chart

Child remains in foster care and, at age 16-
1/2, becomes eligible for independent living 
and other services. See text for discussion.

Abuse/ /neglect 
not 
substantiated.  
Case closed.

Child "ages 
out".  Case 
closed.

Permanent placement established. Court holds adoption 
or guardianship hearing.

Court places child in 
permanent home 
(adoption, relative or 
guardian).  Case closed.

DFS petition 
denied. Child 
goes home. 
Case closed.

CPS removes child from home. 

Abuse/neglect substantiated.

DFS petition granted. Court makes 
placement determination at Report & 
Disposition hearing held 15 days after 
plea adjudication. NRS 432B.530 (5)

Court issues "Findings & Order of Reasonable Efforts to Prevent Removal of 
Child" and keeps child in protective custody: DFS files a Petition - Abuse/Neglect 
(containing factual allegations justifying bringing minor within protective custody) 
within 10 days of the hearing.  NRS 432B.490

Child's family works on 
completing reunification 
plan. NRS 432B.393

DFS works with child's family on 
reunification plan; DFS concurrently 
develops alternate placement plan. NRS 
432B.393

Court places child in foster 
home. NRS 432B.550

Court places child in Child Haven, group
home ( NRS 432B.550) or "therapeutic care" 
facility (NRS 432B.6075).

Court places child in relative's 
home. NRS 432B.550

Parent(s) do not 
contest petition.

Parent(s) contest petition at 
evidentiary hearing (proof by a 
preponderance of the evidence).
NRS 432.530 
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CHAPTER THREE 
The Lawyer’s Role 

 
Unlike certain other states, Nevada does not require that an attorney be 
appointed for all children placed in State/County protective custody.  

Nevada Revised Statutes 

Nevada statutes recognize the need for a lawyer to represent children, 
and allow, but does not require, the appointment of an attorney for a 
child in certain circumstances: 

N.R.S.§ 432B.420: 

1. The court may, if it finds it appropriate, appoint an attorney to represent the 
child. If the child is represented by an attorney, the attorney has the same 
authority and rights as an attorney representing a party to the proceedings. 
(emphasis added). 

2. The court may appoint an attorney to represent [an] Indian child. (emphasis 
added). 

N.R.S.§128.100: 

1.  In any proceeding for terminating parental rights, or any rehearing or appeal 
thereon, the court may appoint an attorney to represent the child as his counsel 
and, if the child does not have a guardian ad litem appointed pursuant to NRS 
432B.500 as his guardian ad litem. (emphasis added). However, the statutes are 
permissive, not mandatory, and less than 50% of the children in protective 
custody/out-of-home care have attorneys. 

ABA Standards of Practice for Lawyers Who Represent Children 

In 1996 the American Bar Association adopted Standards of Practice for Lawyers who 
Represent Children in Abuse and Neglect Cases.5 Under the Standards, the role of a 
child’s attorney is to provide legal services for the child and to articulate the child’s 
independent voice.6 The Standards acknowledge that in some States, some lawyers are 
required to function in the dual role of lawyer/guardian ad litem and make it clear that it 
is preferable that the lawyer appointed for a child act solely or primarily as a lawyer and 
seek the appointment of a separate guardian ad litem if it becomes necessary.7 The 
Standards impose upon lawyers who represent children the same duties as those that 
                                                           
5American Bar Association Standards of Practice for Lawyers who Represent Children in Abuse and 
Neglect Proceedings (the Standards), approved by the ABA House of Delegates, February 5, 1996, 
available at: http://www.americanbar.org/groups/child_law/tools_to_use.html. 
6 Id. at A-1. 
7 Id. at A-2. 

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/child_law/tools_to_use.html
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apply in more traditional attorney - client relationships: namely, lawyers must 
competently and zealously advocate for their clients.8  Lawyers have the same duty of 
confidentiality with child clients as they do with adult clients.9   
 
Additionally, in 2011, the ABA adopted the Model Act Governing the Representation of 
Children in Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings.  The Model Act requires the 
appointment of a lawyer for every child and youth in abuse or neglect proceedings in 
which the state has removed the child from the home. The Model Act outlines a set of 
standards, duties and mechanisms that states can put in place to ensure the provision 
of high-quality, effective lawyering for children.  (See, Appendix C).     
  

The Lawyer’s Role in Practice 

Therefore, the ABA Standards of practice make clear that the role 
of a lawyer for children is very much the same as the role of a 
lawyer for adults.  In practice, there may be a few differences 
relating to a client’s age that may present issues unique to 
children, but there are not many differences in the scope of 
representation.  Lawyers for children, like lawyers for adults, 
zealously represent their client’s wishes.  Lawyers for children are 
bound by the duty of confidentiality.  Lawyers for children, like 
lawyers for adults, have a duty to advise and counsel their clients.  Lawyers for children 
should offer an assessment of the likelihood of success on a course of action, and make 
sure that the client fully understands the possible ramifications of his or her chosen 
course of action.  There are, however, some fundamental differences. 

When adults hire lawyers it is usually because a specific legal issue has arisen that 
needs to be resolved. Adults understand that meetings with the lawyer are for the 
purpose of discussing that specific legal issue.  Children, on the other hand, often don’t 
know the legal issues presented or don’t want to talk about them with someone they 
don’t know.  Therefore, a lawyer has two challenges: first, you must inform your client of 
the legal issues presented in his case; and second, you must encourage the client to 
direct you toward a specific course of action.  Children need to develop a relationship 
with their lawyer before they can give legal direction.  Therefore, you will need to 
encourage your client to talk about his everyday life and should not be discouraged if a 
meeting, or a large part of one, goes by without any legal issues being discussed. 

When adults hire lawyers for a particular legal case, the lawyer and the client may 
develop a relationship and choose to work together on other or subsequent legal 
matters, but that is not always the case.  When a lawyer begins representation of an 
abused or neglected child, the scope of the legal issues presented may not be clearly 
defined.  A lawyer for an abused or neglected child must be prepared to handle multiple 
legal issues: you may have to deal with issues relating to sibling visitation, placement, 
                                                           
8 Id. at B-1. 
9 Supra, note 6. 
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delinquency, education, medication, estates and religion, all in a single case. Your 
mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project can help with any issue that may arise in your 
case, and can provide suggestions and form exemplars to deal with it. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
The Lawyer’s Duties 

Interview Your Client 

Where? 

Lawyers for children should meet their clients in their most 
natural environment.  The first meeting with your client should 
take place where he is living.  Ideally, the in-home meeting 
should occur when the current caretaker is home but in 
another room. This serves a dual purpose.  First, it helps put 
your client at ease.  Second, you can gain information about 
your client and his environment that may not be available or 
accessible in your office.  Information gained in the home may 
be used to address your client’s legal issues, or help develop 
rapport with your client.  It is always preferable to meet a client at his current home, but 
subsequent meetings may be held at school or another place that both of you think is 
appropriate.  Regardless of where you meet your client, you should always make sure 
that you can talk to him freely, outside the presence of others. Attorney-client privilege 
will attach to all communications between you and your client unless the presence of a 
third party at that communication somehow waives the privilege. 

When? 

You should meet your client as soon as possible after his case is assigned to you. 
Lawyers need to be especially sensitive to a child’s schedule.  Many meetings will take 
place after school and during extra-curricular activity hours.  Lawyers should take care 
that meetings are not seen by the interim caretaker or the child as yet another burden.  
Parents and foster parents can be overwhelmed with the number of appointments that 
must be kept to comply with Court-ordered Case Plans.  Sometimes meetings must be 
scheduled around caretakers’ schedules.  You do not want to add to your client’s stress 
by placing him in a situation where he can be blamed by the caretaker for the 
inconvenience of your meetings. 

How often? 

You should see your client as often as you feel it is necessary.  A good rule of thumb is 
to see the client once a month when everything is going well.  You should also visit the 
client any time there is a change in his placement and before any hearings in his case.  
You should also see him if problems arise with school or his current placement or if your 
client specifically asks to see you.   
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Determine Your Client’s Interests 

Most children have never had a lawyer.  Many children do not know why they have a 
lawyer, what a lawyer is, or what a lawyer does. You should explain to your client why 
he has a lawyer and what it is that you will do for him in a way the child can understand.  
You will need to explain, albeit somewhat simply, the legal process and court 
proceedings and explain your duty to him of loyalty and confidentiality.  It is important 
that your client understands that the Court will expect you to explain what your client 
wants and that it is your responsibility to disclose what he wants to have happen in his 
case and in his life.   

Sometimes children think that they have a lawyer because they have done something 
wrong.  Some think that someone wants to sue them.  If the child is in a restrictive 
therapeutic facility like Desert Willow, they may think that they are in jail. You should 
explain to your child that none of this is true.  Your client should know that you were 
brought into his case because someone thinks that he should have your independent 
voice, arguing for his wants and needs.  Additionally, children often think that the reason 
CPS is involved with their family is because of something that they did.  Caseworkers 
sometimes forget to tell children that this isn’t true – it can be very important for your 
client that you reassure him that he did nothing wrong. 

A lawyer for children also needs to make it clear that the 
lawyer represents only the child.  The child is usually 
surrounded by various adults: caseworkers, therapists, 
CASAs, parents, lawyers for the parents or foster parents, 
and sometimes police or probation officers.  These people 
often have the difficult job of advocating for the child, or for 
the parents or for some other interest.  Your client needs to 
understand that your job is to be his voice and that you will 
interact with these adults on his behalf.  Whatever he tells 
you, you will not judge or scold him for anything that he has 
said or done in the past.10  It is important to let him know that 
he is able to dictate how the representation goes: he is the boss, not his caretakers and 
not you.  At the same time, you need to make clear that you are there only to address 
legal issues.   You should not, and will not, advocate on his behalf to get out of doing 
homework or household duties, for example. 

As with any other client, you have a duty to counsel your client.  Lawyers for children 
must counsel their clients about the legal system, their rights, and the probable 
consequences of their choices.  The lawyer must also educate the client about different 

                                                           
10 Once a child has a clear understanding of his lawyer’s role, it is not uncommon for the child to tell the 
lawyer things he hasn’t expressed to anyone else previously, or tell the lawyer that his wishes are 
different than what he stated to someone else.  This does not mean that the client is lying or trying to 
manipulate the lawyer.  Most often, it simply means that he trusts his lawyer with the truth, as he sees it. 
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placement opportunities, services, and educational options that may be available to him 
on request.    

Mandatory Reporting Rules and Exceptions 
 
The role of attorneys representing children is also further complicated because Nevada 
is one of a handful of states which applies "mandatory reporting requirements" to 
attorneys. Under NRS 432B.220, attorneys who, in their professional capacities, know 
or have reasonable cause to believe that a child has been abused or neglected must 
report the abuse or neglect within 24 hours to a child welfare or law enforcement 
agency. A knowingly and willful violation is a misdemeanor.  
 
NRS 432B.220 was originally enacted in 1985, long before attorneys were provided to 
these children. In recognition of that unique role the 2013 Nevada Legislature passed 
AB 155 (Sec.1.7) which creates a new exception to the requirement that attorneys are 
mandatory reporters where: 
 

 An attorney represents a child; and 
 The attorney acquires the knowledge of the abuse or neglect from the client 

during a privileged communication (written or verbal communication from the 
client as opposed to the observation of bruises, etc.); and 

 The client (not siblings or others) is the victim of the abuse or neglect; and  
 The client is in foster care; and 
 The client does not give the attorney consent to report the abuse or neglect. 
 

Note that this exception to the mandatory reporting requirement is quite narrow. The 
knowledge first must be acquired during a "privileged communication".  Lawyer and 
client privilege is governed by NRS 49.035- 49 115. Generally the client may refuse to 
disclose and prevent the disclosure of confidential information provided by the client (or 
through the client’s representative) to the attorney (or the attorneys representative).  
Knowledge obtained by observing the child's physical condition or obtained from 
sources other than the child's words or writing falls outside the exception.  
 
Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 1.6 does provide a few exceptions to the 
general rule that confidential information may not be disclosed.  An attorney may reveal 
otherwise confidential information with the informed consent of the client, if the attorney 
believes disclosure is necessary to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial 
bodily harm or to comply with a court order or statute.  
 
Moreover, under AB 155 the child must be the victim in order for the exception to apply. 
For example, if the client is reporting the abuse or neglect of siblings the attorney is 
required to report. Finally, the child must "be in foster care". If the child is then placed in 
other settings then even privileged communication is reportable. 
 
AB 155 also notes that while such attorneys are not required to report to authorities 
within 24 hours, they are not excused from the ethical obligation to take reasonably 
necessary actions to protect the child if the child is not capable of making adequately 
considered decisions because of age, mental impairment or any other reason.  Such 
actions may include, without limitation, consulting with other persons who may take 
actions to protect the client and, when appropriate, seeking the appointment of a 
guardian ad litem, conservator or guardian. 
 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-432B.html#NRS432BSec220#NRS432BSec220


 

24 

These ethical obligations flow from Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct 1.14. The 
rule indicates that while as much as possible a lawyer shall attempt to maintain a 
normal attorney-client relationship with a person of diminished capacity, when the 
lawyer reasonably believes that the client is at risk of substantial harm unless action is 
taken and the child cannot adequately act in the client’s own interest, the lawyer may 
take reasonably necessary protective action, including the examples in AB 155.  Under 
such circumstances the lawyer is impliedly authorized under Rule 1.6(a) to reveal 
information about the client, but only to the extent reasonably necessary to protect the 
client’s interests. 
 
Practice Tip:  
 
At the first interview, or as soon as possible thereafter, explain privilege, confidentiality 
and mandatory reporting to the child. For example you might say something like this; “I 
am your lawyer and that means I keep your secrets.  If you never want to see your 
mother again, and don’t want me to tell anyone you said that, I will not tell anyone.  If 
you love your brother more than anything, and want to live with them, but don’t want me 
to tell anyone you said that, I won’t.  I will always talk to you honestly about the process 
and the likelihood of whether what you want will happen.  I will fight for you– to stay 
where you want; to go to the school you want; to be placed where you want if your first 
choice isn’t possible, etc.  The only time that I have to tell someone what you said is if 
you tell me someone is hurting you badly, hurting you sexually or beating you severely.  
If that happens, first, I will tell you…then I will report it….and I will work with you every 
step of the way on how to deal with it.   You should know that you can always call or text 
me if something goes wrong, and I will fight as hard as I can to make sure you are not 
lost in this system. 

Soliciting and Taking Direction from Your Child Client 

Lawyers for children are appointed to represent the child’s legal interests.  Obviously, 
these interests will include basic things such as food, shelter, and education.  However, 
there are many other issues that frequently need to be addressed, such as sibling and 
parent visitation, counseling services, placement, and recreational services.11 The 
lawyer’s job is to advocate for your client’s wishes, even when it might seem that the 
position is not in the child’s best interests. 

The ABA Standards reject the idea that children are unable to make choices and direct 
their lawyer. The ABA Standards rely on general knowledge and psychological studies 
about competency and recognize that child clients may be able to direct their lawyers 
about all issues at all times, or may be able to direct their lawyers about some issues 
only some of the time.  The duty of the lawyer is to elicit the child’s preferences and 
represent them throughout the litigation.12 

                                                           
11 Supra, note 5 at B-5, C-4(1)-(2). 
12 Id., at B-3, B-4. 
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In determining your client’s preferences, you must advise your client of the facts and 
laws surrounding his case.  You must also advise him of the legal ramifications of 
various possible choices and the likelihood of achieving any particular choice, if you can 
determine it.  You can also offer your client your assessment of the case and inform him 
what you think may be a reasonable course of action.   However, you need to be alert to 
your ability to influence him and avoid exerting too much influence on him so that he 
substitutes your judgment for his genuine preference. 

So you will need to remain aware of your client’s age and 
level of maturity and consider how that may affect his 
ability to understand what you are talking about.  It is 
unlikely that he will understand legal concepts or 
complex words, even those that may seem obvious to 
you.  For example, when discussing visitation with your 
client, you would probably not call it “visitation” or talk 
about “siblings”, but rather ask whether he would like to 
see his brothers, sisters or parents and if so, how often?  

Conflicts arising while your client is in foster care, can present their own set of 
problems.  You may sense that your client is having problems but he won’t discuss what 
they are.  He may be reluctant to talk to you about problems with his foster care 
placement because he fears that if you repeat something he says to you to the Court, 
nothing will be done and he will be returned to his foster parents to face their retaliation.  
You can try to address your client’s concerns by asking him if he wants to stay where he 
is.  If the answer is no, ask him why and tell him that you will not repeat anything he tells 
you about his foster parents to the Court or to his caseworker unless you are certain he 
will be removed from their care.  Your primary concern is not to make his present 
situation any worse than it is already. 

Become Informed 

Be aware of the facts surrounding your client’s removal from home. 

Become familiar with the circumstances under which your client 
was taken from his home. Find out the details of the family’s prior 
contacts with Child Protective Services, if any, who made the 
decision to remove your client from his home, and the basis for that 
removal, including: 

1. The specific behavior, event or circumstances that put the child at risk of harm 
and justified removal;  

2. How family problems are causing or contributing to the risk; and 
3. What services CPS, DFS and/or DCFS (mental health) have provided and will 

provide for the family to alleviate or diminish the risk and what alternatives, 
including in-home services and placement with relatives, were considered prior to 
removal? 
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The Petition – Abuse/Neglect filed by the District Attorney’s office will provide some of 
this information.  The CPS and/or DFS caseworker should be able to provide more 
information.   

Inquire about reunification efforts. 

What efforts have been made, to this point, to reunify the family? A call to the DFS 
caseworker could provide this information. Is a visitation schedule in place for your 
client and his parents?  His siblings?  Are they in the same placement location or has 
the family been split up?  If so, why?  Are there alternatives to foster care such as 
kinship care?  What relatives have been contacted to see if they can assume custody of 
the family? What other reunification services have been provided – i.e. homemaker 
services, child or respite care, family counseling, substance abuse counseling, domestic 
violence counseling, anger management counseling, etc.? If necessary, you can 
subpoena the caseworker’s records or ask the Court to order that they be disclosed. 

Determine Your Client’s Goals and Concerns about Placement 

You need to explain to your client what will happen at various points throughout the 
legal case and find out his view of his current placement and what he would like to see 
happen at the Permanency Hearing: that is, what is his goal for permanent placement? 
If his goal is to return home, you will need to figure out whether that is a viable option for 
the Court, what needs to happen to lean the Court in that direction, and then actively 
advocate for the necessary services to get to that place – who is available to provide 
them, where, who will bear the cost, if any, of the service, what is the time frame 
attached to “completing” the service? Has your 
client been home on overnight visits?  Weekend 
visits?  How did those go? If there are siblings, did 
they go home at the same time?  Why or why not? 
Make DFS present evidence on the record of all 
efforts made or attempted to keep the child in his 
home and be prepared to introduce evidence of 
the unreasonableness of DFS’s efforts (what 
alternative efforts or placements could have been 
made). 

If his goal is adoption, you should be prepared to support the DFS Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights, as the first, necessary step toward that end. If he wants to continue 
visits with his family after the adoption, you will need to get a visitation order in place 
before the termination order is signed and before an adoption is completed. If his goal is 
to transition to independent living (and he is the appropriate age – between 16 and 17) 
you should work closely with the DFS caseworker to get him independent living 
training/services. 

Your client needs to know that there is a secure end to this 
upheaval in his life and that you will help him get there. You 
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must advocate for the permanent resolution your client wants. You must ensure that 
DFS is making reasonable efforts to timely place your client in a permanent placement, 
including: 

1. Ensuring that your client’s family is receiving the necessary services that will lead 
to reunification, if that is consistent with your client’s wishes; 

2. Ensuring that concurrent placement options are being explored even if family 
reunification efforts are continuing, if that is consistent with your client’s wishes;  

3. Ensuring the timely filing of termination of parental rights, if that is consistent with 
your client’s wishes; and 

4. Ensuring that an Adoption Worker is assigned after a TPR, if that is consistent 
with your client’s wishes. 

To competently represent and counsel your client, you must have “the big picture” and a 
clear end game in sight.  This requires your thorough, independent review of your 
client’s situation, which may require talking to police, caseworkers, CASAs, teachers, 
parents, therapists, and anyone else who has significant contact with your client.  You 
have a right to review all documents submitted to the Court, including any delinquency 
files that involve your client.  Child clients frequently have siblings who are involved in 
abuse and neglect proceedings or parents who grew up in foster care.  These records 
also can provide information and insight for the lawyer and should be made available to 
you.   

File Motions and Get Court Orders 

Family Court proceedings are often informal and child dependency proceedings are no 
exception.  Much of the advocacy performed by attorneys is oral rather than written.  
However, lawyers for children can and should file Motions when necessary. Specifically, 
you may find it necessary to file Motions to Enjoin a Change in Placement or to Enforce 
Court Orders, among other things.  

It is important to get a Court Order for the services your client wants and needs, 
because otherwise you cannot force DFS or DCFS to provide them.  Be prepared for 
the need to file an Order to Show Cause when DFS or DCFS do not or cannot comply 
with an Order (i.e. visitation with parents or siblings, change in placement by x date, 
provision of goods or services by y date, etc.).  If the matter is of importance to your 
client, get it memorialized in a Court Order. Otherwise, going to court over minor issues 
can often be avoided with a call to a caseworker or a parent’s lawyer.   

Appear in Court 

You must appear at all hearings involving issues related to your 
client.  You should expect to fully participate in all hearings and 
advocate for your client. 
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You must represent your client’s wishes as you would represent the wishes of any of 
your adult or corporate clients.  This is true even when you do not agree with him and 
even when you think that his expressed preference is not in his best interests.  You are 
free, however, to counsel the child and explore other acceptable alternatives.   

Your client may be arrested or have a concurrent delinquency case pending in Juvenile 
Court.  Generally, your client will have a juvenile public defender appointed to represent 
him. You are encouraged to attend all hearings with the purpose of “reminding” the 
Court that your client is a victim of abuse or neglect, and that the service options within 
the dependency system are broader than those within juvenile justice, to see whether 
he or she will refer the behavioral issues to the dependency judge for handling.  

Although attorneys from the Children’s Attorneys Project do not usually act as lead 
counsel when attending the hearings on these matters, subject to your client’s wishes 
and his constitutional right to counsel of his own choosing, you (as a private Pro Bono 
attorney) may choose to act as sole counsel for your client in the juvenile justice 
proceeding. 

Preserve Your Independence 

It is important that your client understand that you are there 
only for him.  He needs to know that he is the focus of your 
visits.  You should not appear too friendly with natural 
parents, foster parents, therapists or caseworkers if your 
client feels those people are opposing his interests or 
otherwise are “against” him.13 

 

                                                           
13 Jean Koh Peters, Representing Children in Child Protective Proceedings: Ethical and Practical 
Dimensions, 62, Lexis Law Publishing, 1997. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
Permanency 

Case Planning 

Before ASFA was passed in 1997, caseworkers focused their efforts primarily on 
reunifying children with their families.  Limits on the length of time that could be spent 
working with a family varied from state to state and were enforced only sporadically.  In 
some states, children remained in foster care for years, sometimes their entire 
childhood, moving from place to place and family to family.  ASFA provides uniform 
guidelines, stringent timelines, and a clearly articulated intent.  As before, workers must 
make reasonable efforts to keep a child in his home or to return him home if he has 
been removed.14 What has changed is that ASFA now has “teeth” in the form of the 
granting or withholding federal funds, to encourage states to adopt and enforce “best 
practices”. 

Despite its admirable goals, ASFA has created as many problems as it has resolved.  
Under ASFA, even if a caseworker is working with the family to make the family and 
home safe for the return of the child, he or she must simultaneously plan for the 
possibility that the home or family may never be safe for the return of the child.15 This is 
called concurrent planning and is required by ASFA. Therefore, the caseworker is 
supposed to make reasonable efforts to place a child up for adoption or with a legal 
guardian at the same time that he or she is making efforts to reunify the family.16  In 
practice this does not occur.   

For your purposes, it is best to view case planning with 
your client’s end goal in mind.   When DFS develops a 
Permanency Plan for your client, you must make certain 
that the caseworker knows what your client wants. The 
Plan should be developed with the best interests of the 
child in mind and must include a completion date.17 You 
should review the Permanency Plan with your client 
before it is submitted to the court and if your client 
objects to the Plan, you should make recommendations 
about the Plan and put your objections and 
recommendations on the record at the Review Hearing. 

  

                                                           
14 42 U.S.C. § 671 (15)(B). 
15 Id.,at (15)(F). 
16 Id. 
17 Technical Assistance Bulletin, Judge’s Guidebook on Adoption and Other Permanent Homes for 
Children, Permanency Planning for Child Department, Vol. III, No. 1, February 1999, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges at 13. 
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In certain circumstances, consistent with your client’s wishes, 
you may file, or join the DA in filing, a Motion to Waive 
Reasonable Efforts at Reunification.  Sometimes, the DA will file 
a Motion to waive these efforts, usually in cases where 
particularly egregious facts exist.  Ordinarily, however, the DA 
does not file anything and the case will bumble along (often with 
your client being buffeted from one placement to another). If 
your client wants to be adopted and your Motion is granted, the 
case should be “fast-tracked” to filing the Termination of 
Parental Rights Petition.  If your client wants to be adopted, you 

must ask the Court to order that a TPR Petition be filed: finding an alternative 
permanent placement for a child can be a lengthy and involved process and waiting 
until after “reasonable efforts” to return a child to his family are no longer required, can 
result in a long delay before permanent placement can be effected.  This undue delay is 
detrimental to children: in Nevada the average length of stay for a child in foster care 
was 5 years:18 while children languished in foster care they grew up past the “cute” 
stage and often developed behavior problems that made them less desirable to 
potential adoptive parents.  

If your client agrees and the Permanency Plan is adoption, 
DFS must recruit adoptive families.19  The Court should 
check on the status of this recruitment at hearings held after 
the six month review and if not, you should inquire about 
efforts to find a permanent family for your client. Under the 
“reasonable efforts” standard of ASFA, recruitment efforts 
should be intensive and DSF should assign sufficient staff 
so that completion of the Home Study and the Social 
Summary and securing subsidies and services does not 
unduly delay the adoption.  

Much more could be said about permanency for children.  The main thing is to 
recognize that growing up without a sense of stability and permanency is detrimental to 
children and your client is counting on you to help him achieve stability in his young life.  

                                                           
18 State of Nevada, Department of Human Resources, Division of Child and Family Services, Child Abuse 
& Neglect Statistics 1998. 
19 P.L. 105-89: Sec. 101(a)(C) 42 U.S.C. § 671 (a)(15)(A) et seq. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
Termination of Parental Rights 

The TPR process is set out in Chapter 128 of N.R.S.  Whenever it appears that a child 
cannot or will not be reunited with his family, DFS should commence the adoption 
process by asking the DA to file a Petition to Terminate Parental Rights.  The Statute 
sets forth the requirements for filing and serving the Petition: in addition to the parents, 
notice must be served upon the legal custodian or guardian and the State/County Child 
Support Enforcement agency (this is because some parents were trying to bring their 
own petitions to terminate parental rights as a means of avoiding child support). The 
statute requires that all termination proceedings must be completed within 6 months of 
the filing of the Petition. 

As a practical matter, in dealing with cases where there is or will be a termination of 
parental rights, it is useful to refer to the legislative intent underlying Chapter 128: 

1. The Legislature declares that the preservation and strengthening of family life is 
a part of the public policy of this State. 

 
2. The Legislature finds that: 

a) Severance of the parent and child relationship is a matter of such 
importance in order to safeguard the rights of parent and child as to 
require judicial determination. 

b) Judicial selection of the person or agency to be entrusted with the custody 
and control of a child after such severance promotes the welfare of the 
parties and of this State. 

c) The continuing needs of a child for proper physical, mental and emotional 
growth and development are the decisive considerations in proceedings 
for termination of parental rights.” 

Consistent with this intent, at the evidentiary hearing 
on the Petition, the DA will have to establish that 
termination is in the best interests of the child, by clear 
and convincing evidence.  (See, Matter of Termination 
of Parental Rights as to N.J., 116 Nev. 790, 8 P.3d 
126 (Nev. 2000)).  

In the event a TPR Petition is filed, you will need to file 
another Notice of Appearance, this time in the TPR 
proceeding (although the Petition is filed in Family 
Court it is a separate case with its own case number). 

The parents will have special defense counsel appointed for them and DFS will be 
represented by the DA.  The only way your client’s voice will be heard is if you appear in 
the action to represent him. 
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As counsel for the child, you have all the rights of any other party to this proceeding: 
“The child may be represented by an attorney at all stages of any proceedings for 
terminating parental rights.  If the child is represented by an attorney, the attorney has 
the same authority and rights as an attorney representing a party to the proceedings.”  
N.R.S.§128.100. You may ask questions and offer evidence and witnesses of your own, 
in pursuit of your client’s interests. 

Finally, whether you are allied with the DA or the parents, depends upon your client: if 
he doesn’t want his parents’ rights terminated, you need to oppose the termination of 
parental rights (citing the Statute and the ASFA exception where termination is 
inappropriate if it is not in the best interests of the child).  If he wants to be adopted, you 
will ally with the DA. 

If the Court grants the Petition to Terminate Parental 
Rights, the parent(s) may appeal this decision to the 
Nevada Supreme Court.  Should the parents elect to 
appeal the decision, any pending adoption of the 
child may be delayed.  If the parents do not appeal 
the decision, the child will be available for adoption.  
In the event that the Petition is denied, the parents 
typically will be given more time to complete their 
case plan.  The Petition may be re-filed at a later 
date if the parents still do not substantially comply 
with their Case Plan. 

An important side issue to consider at the Termination of Parental Rights stage is the 
issue of sibling visitation.  Sometimes, the Permanency Plan is for adoption of only one 
of a pair (or more) of siblings by an adoptive couple.  If this applies to your client and 
your client wants to maintain contact with his siblings after their (or his) adoption, you 
should file a Motion and Petition for Sibling Visitation on behalf of your client.  (See, 
N.R.S. § 432B.580 (2)(b)(II)). The Motion and Petition should be filed with the Court 
before the Petition to Terminate Parental Rights is granted.    

If you have questions regarding what to expect, how to proceed, or how to handle an 
unexpected issue, feel free to contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project 
for assistance and advice. 
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Court reviews progress every  6 months.
NRS 432B.580.  Permanancy hearing 12 
months after initial removal (unless 
excused). NRS 432B.590

Child's family does not 
complete reunification 
plan.  

Reasonable efforts to 
reunify are not required 
(see NRS 432B.393 (3).

DFS files a petition to terminate parental rights 
(NRS 128.040) and serves notice of the hearing on 
the parents of the child, the legal custodian or 
guardian of the child, and State/County Child 
Support Enforcement (NRS 128.060). Parents and 
children are entitled to have counsel appointed to 
represent them at trial.

Evidentiary hearing to establish, by clear and convincing 
evidence (NRS 128.090) whether  the best interests of the 
child will be served by the termination of parent's rights to 
child (NRS 128.105). ( See grounds set forth in NRS 
128.105, 128.106, 128.107, 128.108 and 128.109.) 
Proceedings must be completed within 6 months after 
petition is filed. NRS 128.055

Court orders termination of parental rights. NRS 
128.110.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
Children in Court 

Review Hearings 

Generally, Review Hearings are informal in nature.  All parties are given an opportunity 
to speak – generally, no one is placed under oath.   

It is important for your client to be present at his Review Hearings to tell the Court how 
he is doing and what he would like to see happen.  The only exception to this would be 
if your client absolutely does not want to attend and you feel you can adequately 
represent his position without him.  You need to prepare him for the Hearing by 
explaining the physical layout of the court, the process of when to speak (when asked 
by the judge), where to stand (with you), and what he might expect to see and hear.  

You client needs to know that you will be at the Review Hearing to speak on his behalf, 
but that sometimes, the judge will directly ask him general questions, such as: How is 
he doing at home? In foster care?  In school?  Does he have any issues or requests for 
the Court?  Sometimes the judge will prefer to take your client into Chambers and speak 
to him outside the presence of counsel.  Ordinarily, CAP attorneys do not object to this, 
because they know that their client is expecting the questions and is capable of 
providing appropriate responses and, barring special circumstances, a direct request 
from a child is more persuasive than any amount of rhetoric from a CAP attorney. 

Criminal or Evidentiary Proceedings 

Children are often called to testify in criminal cases 
and in evidentiary hearings (Plea Adjudication or in a 
Petition to Terminate Parental Rights). If your client is 
subpoenaed, you must notify all parties involved in 
the case that the child is represented by counsel - 
you.  You should demand to be present any time your 
client is questioned and advise the parties that he 
may not be questioned outside your presence (note 
that the DA may try to ignore this).  It is particularly 

important for children being questioned to have an attorney present because the 
questions asked may be misleading or confusing to a child.  Some children think they 
must answer all questions put to them, even if they don’t know or can’t remember the 
answer.  You can protect your client from giving false information and can help your 
client understand the question being asked so that he may answer truthfully.  
Additionally, your client will be more at ease if someone he knows and trusts is present 
during questioning. On the other hand, you should expect that the DA will oppose your 
efforts and claim you are obstructing justice, or something similar.  

Nevada has adopted the Uniform Child Witness Testimony by Alternative Methods Act 
at N.R.S. § 50.500, et seq. The Act provides that a child witness under the age of 14 
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may be permitted to testify by alternative means (that is, not in an open courtroom, in 
the presence and full view of the Court and all of the parties, who may participate and 
view and be viewed by the child).  If your client is under 14 and subpoenaed to testify 
but does not want to, you will first want to contact the party serving the subpoena to see 
if they will withdraw the subpoena (unlikely) or voluntarily agree that your client may 
testify by alternative means (also, unlikely).  Failing this, you must file a Motion in that 
Court to ask the judge to permit your client to testify in an alternative manner.  

In a criminal proceeding, the Court will allow your client to 
testify by an alternative method only if clear and convincing 
evidence demonstrates that the child would suffer serious 
emotional trauma that would substantially impair the child’s 
ability to communicate with the finder of fact if required to 
testify in the open courtroom and/or if he is confronted face-to-
face by the defendant. In a noncriminal proceeding (including 

TPR), the Court will allow your client to testify by an alternative method if a 
preponderance of the evidence demonstrates that allowing the child to testify by an 
alternative method is necessary to serve the best interests of the child or enable the 
child to communicate with the finder of fact (the Court will consider the nature of the 
proceeding; the age and maturity of the child; the relationship of the child to the parties 
in the proceeding; the nature and degree of emotional trauma that the child may suffer 
in testifying; and any other relevant factor). N.R.S. § 50.580. 

Of course, sometimes your client will want to testify.  Also, if your client is 14 or older or 
if, despite your best efforts, the Court orders that a younger client must testify in open 
court, you must prepare him for what lies ahead.  Children often have very basic 
questions.  In addition to wanting to know why they are being called, what questions 
they will be asked and who will question them, children also want to know what the 
courtroom looks like, what the judge looks like, who will be in the courtroom, where 
everyone will sit, etc.  Children often are afraid of the judge and want to know if the 
judge will be mean or if the judge doesn’t like what they say or gets mad at them, can 
they be put in jail?  Answering questions about the Court and the parties and exploring 
with your client what kinds of questions he will be likely to hear will help make the 
experience less traumatic for your client. 

If your client is scheduled to appear in court, an excellent resource to refer them is Kids’ 
Court School, a free program offered by the UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law.  The 
purpose of this program is to educate children and youth about the investigative and 
judicial processes and to teach children strategies to decrease anxiety typically 
associated with participation in the judicial process.  The curriculum consists of two 1-
hour sessions and are held at the Thomas and Mack Legal Clinic inside the School of 
Law.  For further information, contact your case mentor or Pro Bono Project staff.  

Your client may be arrested or have a concurrent delinquency case pending in Juvenile 
Court and will have a juvenile public defender appointed to represent him. You are 
encouraged to attend all hearings to “remind” the Court that your client is a victim of 
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abuse or neglect, and that the service options within the dependency system are 
broader than those within juvenile justice, to convince him or her to defer to the 
dependency case.  Although attorneys from the Children’s Attorneys Project do not 
usually act as lead counsel when attending the hearings on these matters, subject to 
your client’s wishes and his constitutional right to counsel of his own choosing, you, as a 
private Pro Bono attorney, may choose to act as sole counsel for your client in the 
juvenile justice proceeding. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
Specific Child Protection Issues 

Foster Care Issues 

The bulk of your court appearances will occur after the case has been transferred from 
the CPS caseworker to the DFS foster care worker and the child is in foster care.   
 
Foster care may be a therapeutic foster home which requires that the foster parents 
have a special license.  The therapeutic foster homes are generally run by “private” 
agencies paid by the State, such as Olive Crest, SAFY (Safe Alternatives for Youth), 
Maple Star and Eagle Quest.  Private foster care agencies may also run a group home, 
which house several children in one home.  Girls and Boys Town and St. Jude’s Ranch 
are group foster homes which are set up in a more traditional “family-like” setting.   
Foster care may also be a “typical” family home in which the foster parent(s) are 
licensed individually by the State.   
 
Several issues can arise in the course of your representation of your client – it is 
possible that DFS has failed to place all siblings in the same foster home. Pursuant to 
statute, it is presumed to be in the best interest for siblings to be placed together.  This 
is a rebuttable presumption which must be done by DFS/DA and be endorsed by the 
Court.  While it may be difficult, if not impossible, to place a large group of siblings in the 
same foster home, it should be less difficult to find one willing to house 2 or 3 siblings 
together, and your client may want to maintain an ongoing relationship with his family 
members.  If all siblings cannot be placed in the same foster care home, a regular 
schedule of visits must be arranged (See, Visitation below).   

 
Moreover, children who have been abused or neglected 
and wrenched out of their “normal” living environment 
may have emotional or behavioral issues that lead them 
to “act out” or verbalize their anger.  The sad fact is that 
behavior which, if exhibited by your natural child, would 
result in “grounding” or other loss of privileges, in the 
case of an abused or neglected foster child, simply 
means that he gets kicked out of the foster home and 

must change residences (and schools) again. It is very typical for a child to have three 
or four different foster care placements before a permanent home can be arranged for 
him20.  Given the disruption not only in home environment but also in your client’s 
education, you may need to file a Motion to enjoin a change in foster care placement 
until the end of a school term, for example. (See, Discussion of Education below). 

                                                           
20 Testimony before the Nevada Legislative Subcommittee Workgroup on Foster Care, January 31, 2008. 
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Visitation 

Although N.R.S. § 432B.550 (5) “presumes” that it is in the best interests of the child to 
be placed together with his siblings and that preference be given to placing children with 
a suitable relative or fictive kin, in practice, this is widely ignored by DFS. Children are 
regularly placed in the care of non-relatives, and siblings are separated for placement 
purposes. If a child is not placed with siblings, DFS must prepare “a plan for the child to 
visit his siblings, which must be approved by the court.” N.R.S. § 432B. 580 (2)(b)(II).   

DFS “must request the court to issue an order requiring the visitation set forth in the 
plan for visitation. If a person refuses to comply with or disobeys an order issued 
pursuant to this subsection, he may be punished as for a contempt of court.” N.R.S. 
§432B.480 (4) (emphasis added). 

Your client is entitled to have visitation with his parents, siblings and 
other caretakers, if appropriate, and as a matter of right. Older 
children, in particular, may want to maintain the bond with their 
families and know that they are safe.  Younger children need to be 
given the opportunity to bond with their parents and older siblings.  
Visitation is not a privilege that can be “lost” as punishment for 
unwanted behavior. However, you need to be aware that sometimes 
foster parents or other placement facilities will withhold visitation to 
punish unwanted behavior – if this happens, you should be prepared 
to go to Court and get an Order stopping this practice. Usually, visits 
with parents or siblings occur on a set schedule determined by DFS.  

You should advocate for increased visitation if appropriate and seek a court order if 
necessary.  However, it is important to keep in mind that when you request an increase 
in visitation, it is usually the caseworker who must transport the children and supervise 
the visits.  It might help your client get more visits with family if there is a CASA 
volunteer willing to transport the children or supervise some of the visits if necessary. 

Chapter 125C of N.R.S. deals with custody and visitation issues.  Although the 
language is geared more toward the interests of parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents and “fictive kin” such as the spouse of a parent who is not the birth parent 
of the child, rather than children who want to see their siblings. The “all purpose” 
visitation clause is found in 125C.050(2): “[i]f the child has resided with a person with 
whom he has established a meaningful relationship, the district court in the county in 
which the child resides also may grant to that person a reasonable right to visit the child 
during his minority, regardless of whether the person is related to the child.” This 
language has been reasonably interpreted to encompass your client, who is a “person” 
with a “meaningful relationship” with the minor siblings with whom he has lived, and 
provides the statutory authority for a Petition for Sibling Visitation in order to get or 
increase visitation. 

Similar to preferences governing temporary placements, Nevada law requires that “a 
child placing agency shall, to the extent practicable, give preference to the placement of 
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a child for adoption or permanent free care together with his siblings.” N.R.S. § 
127.2825. It is especially important for you to understand that any visitation that your 
client wants with his siblings should be memorialized in a Court Order before the 
termination of parental rights (N.R.S.§125C.050) and before an adoption is finalized 
(N.R.S.§127.171). Although there may still be ways to arrange visitation if those 
deadlines are missed, it will be a cumbersome process, without any guarantee of 
success. 

Education 

When children are removed from their homes, they may have to 
change schools.  If a child’s foster care or guardianship 
placement is changed during the course of the dependency 
proceedings (i.e. residential therapeutic facility to group home, 
group home to individual foster home, foster home to foster 
home), his “school attendance zone” will change again.  
Depending on your client’s wishes, you may need to ask the 
Court to order that your client be placed in a foster care 
placement located within his school district, or order that DFS 
seek a variance with the Clark County School District to allow 
your client to continue attending his original school, or to delay a change in placement 
or a change in schools until the end of the school semester.   

Another alternative is that a legal guardian or custodian of a child in foster care can 
apply to the Nevada Department of Education to enter the Program of School Choice for 
Children in Foster Care (N.R.S.§ 392B110).  In the application, the guardian or 
custodian must list the public school in which the child is currently enrolled and the 
public school where the child would like to enroll.  The Department shall either approve 
or deny the application.  If approved, that child may attend the preferred school (space 
available) and remain in the School Choice Program until age 21 or upon graduation 
from high school.   

Special Education 
 
Many of our clients are already identified as being eligible to receive special education 
services.    However, some who should be eligible, or at the very least evaluated for 
special education, fall through the cracks and struggle at school when appropriate 
supplementary supports and aids would benefit them.   Children who have been 
diagnosed with a disability and who are eligible to receive special education services 
are entitled to have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) developed and 
implemented by the Clark County School District.  An IEP meeting must occur at least 
annually.  If your client already has an IEP or if your client is having academic or 
behavioral problems at school (which may indicate an unidentified yet eligible student), 
contact the Special Education Unit which is an adjunct of the Children’s Attorneys 
Project at 386-1413 or specialed@lacsn.org.  You may also review the information 
contained on our website. The Special Education Unit provides advice, training, 
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advocacy, and legal representation in the area of Special Education to those involved in 
the education of children with disabilities.   

There are other unexpected issues that may arise in the context of 
a child’s education. For example, a change in placement that 
results in a change of school may mean that your client must have 
a new school uniform.  It is possible for your client to be expelled 
from school because he lacks the correct uniform.  DFS has funds 
that can be accessed on an emergency basis, in order to meet 
these unpredictable needs.  If your client’s caseworker and/or 
caseworker’s supervisor cannot or will not get the funds needed for 
these or other educationally-required materials, contact your mentor 

at the Children’s Attorneys Project and they will help you get action for your client 
(although you could always go to Court for an order, this may take time and in the 
interim, your client is missing out on his education). 

Placement with Relatives 

If a child cannot remain safely with his parents, many children and the Court, prefer to 
see a child placed with relatives (also called “Kinship Care”) rather than strangers.  In 
2005, approximately 19,880 Nevada grandparents had primary responsibility for their 
grandchildren.21   

N.R.S. § 432B.550 states the Nevada preference that children be placed with a relative.  
(This is also a preference set out in ASFA.22)  CPS and DFS are required to do a 
thorough background check of the relatives and their home before the child can be 
placed with them.  This process is subject to bureaucratic delay, often taking several 
weeks or months, particularly if the relatives live outside the state.  If your client wants 
to live with relatives who live outside Nevada and the placement is being delayed 
because the background checks are not completed, you should ask the Court to Order 
that the child be sent before the full background check is completed.  Failing that, you 
can ask that your client be sent on a 30-day 
visit, pending the outcome of the investigation 
(which can be renewed, indefinitely).  
Depending on the case and the judge, your 
request may or may not be granted. 

Sometimes, the financial ability of relatives to 
care for these additional family members may 
be limited.  Recognizing this, the federal 
government and the State have authorized that 
these relatives may receives certain payment 
subsidies to offset the cost of caring for these children.  Called “Kinship Care 
Payments”, these payments are roughly equivalents to amounts received by foster care 
                                                           
21 U.S. Census Bureau (2006) 2006 American Community Survey, Data Profile. 
22 Supra, note 17 at 19. 
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parents and are not based on need if the caretaker is over 62 years year of age, or 
based upon need if the caretaker is under age 62.  If your client wants to be placed with 
a relative and financial constraints are an issue, contact your mentor at the Children’s 
Attorneys Project to help get appropriate payments for your client’s relative/caretaker. 

Interstate Placement 

When a child is placed out of the state, DCFS, DFS and CPS must comply with the 
terms of the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC).   The ICPC is an 
interstate agreement among the states that establishes procedures and responsibilities 
for out of state placements.23  Although a comprehensive discussion of ICPC is beyond 
the scope of this Manual, a brief explanation of the process is: the state that will receive 
the child (the “receiving state”) must investigate the family and the home where the child 
will be sent to determine if the child will be safe in that home and than notify the sending 
state of its findings.  If the sending state sends the child, it remains primarily responsible 
for the child’s welfare.  The ICPC process often takes several months, although the 
Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Children Act of 200624 may help by 
providing incentive payments to states to complete home studies in a timely fashion.   

ICPC Regulation 7 mandates that proposed placements with 
a close relative of a child who is either under the age of two, 
in emergency shelter, or who already has spent a substantial 
amount of time with that relative, are deemed “priority 
placements” and receiving states must reach a decision on 
placement within twenty days of receipt of the request for 
investigation from the sending state.25  However, ICPC lacks 
enforcement mechanisms: while it permits a judge from the 
sending state to contact a judge in the receiving state about 
delays in approving placements, nothing requires the judge 
in the receiving state to answer the telephone! 

There are many voices urging a change in the ICPC – 
particularly, in providing meaningful enforcement or other 
remedies for intransigent behavior by a potential receiving 
state. However, unless change comes, the process will be 
fraught with delays and complaints. 

If you believe that the ICPC process is lagging in your case, bring this to the attention of 
the Court and/or contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project for advice.  

                                                           
23 N.R.S. § 127.320, et. seq. 
24 Safe and Timely Interstate Placement of Foster Children Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-239. 
25 Regulation VII of the ICPC. 

ANNA: Anna was a 16-
year old girl awaiting 
placement with her aunt 
and uncle in California.  
The Court had determined 
that the out of state 
placement should have 
priority status, yet she 
remained in an emergency 
shelter for over 3 months, 
prevented from living with 
willing relatives by a 
cumbersome ICPC 
process.  A Pro Bono 
attorney can ensure that 
requests to receiving 
states are made early and 
that priority cases are 
expedited. 
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Open Adoption 

A lawyer’s representation should last until the case is closed.  The case will be closed 
when the child is reunified with his family, or when a permanent guardian is found and 
the County wardship is terminated, or when the child is adopted.   

Some parents recognize their limits and choose to relinquish their parental rights.  
Relinquishment is a courageous action and has advantages for your client.  First, it 
speeds up adoptions.  Second, it eliminates an adversarial tone from the proceedings.  
Third, in some cases, this voluntary act by parents gives the child “permission” to fully 
bond with a new family. 

Some parents agree to relinquish their parental rights in 
hope that an open adoption agreement can be 
negotiated.  An open adoption is one where an 
agreement between the adoptive parents and the 
biological parents is reached regarding communication 
between the families in the future.  The communication 
can be as much or as little as the parties agree. For 
example, an adoptive family might agree to send a 
picture once a year to DFS for the biological parent to 
pick up.  The adoptive family may agree to invite the 
biological parent to a birthday party every year or may 
agree to a regular visitation schedule.  The agreement 
can be as open or as closed as the parties desire. 

Whether or not you should advocate for an open 
adoption depends on your client’s wishes.  If the parties 
decide to attempt to negotiate an open adoption 
agreement, you should be very actively involved in the 
negotiations, since it may require that your client 
continue a relationship he has no interest in maintaining.  
An Open Adoption Agreement will not work, even if both 
sets of parents agree, if your client does not want to 
participate. 

N.R.S.§ 127.187 states that the prospective adoptive parents and natural parents may 
“enter into an enforceable agreement that provides for post-adoptive contact.” However, 
a parent’s agreement to relinquish parental rights cannot be contingent on the parties 
agreeing to an open adoption.  Further, an Open Adoption Agreement should be drafted 
as a separate contract, enforceable under contract law. (See, Appendix C – Open 
Adoption Contact Agreement). 

Open adoption is a rapidly changing area of law.  Many studies have been done about 
the benefits and detriments of open adoption.  Many articles have been written about 

RICHARD: Richard was eight 
years old when his father 
abandoned him.  He came into 
the foster care system 
diagnosed with severe 
developmental and 
educational problems.  After 
being bounced around, he was 
placed in a loving foster care 
home with a woman who 
wanted to adopt him.  In the 
process of finalizing the 
adoption, the father changed 
his mind and asked the state 
to reunite them.  The child was 
terrified of returning to his 
abusive father just when he 
was finally getting a 
permanent home.  LACSN 
represented Richard and 
succeeded in allowing him to 
be adopted into his new family, 
while allowing him to see his 
father through visits in an 
“open” adoption.  Richard is 
thriving in his new loving 
adoptive home. 
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the legality of the agreements.  This continuing debate gives a lawyer wide latitude to 
creatively develop mutually satisfactory agreements.   

Adoption Assistance 

Sometimes financial and other assistance are required in order to 
make a child with “special needs” adoptable. Nevada defines a 
child with special needs as one who has at least one of the 
following needs or circumstance that may be a barrier to placement 
or adoption without financial assistance: 

a. Five years of age or older (if age is the only factor); 
b. Race; 
c. Member of a sibling group of two or more children to 

be placed together and at least one of the children is 
three years of age or older; 

d. Diagnosis of a medical, physical, emotional or mental disability or 
documented history of abuse/neglect requiring ongoing treatment 
intervention; or 

e. At risk of developing further problems due to documented factors in 
his/her background. (“At risk” means those genetically related to persons 
having heritable physical, mental, emotional or behavioral concerns; 
prenatal substance abuse exposure, or other factors determined by a 
treatment professional to potentially result in a future need for treatment or 
special services. ) 

 
Under Nevada law, people adopting “special needs” children are entitled to subsidies, 
which are loosely defined. The amount of Adoption Subsidy is negotiated in each case. 
Adopting parents who do not agree with the DFS “offer” are entitled to an independent 
administrative review of the proposed subsidy and if they are not satisfied with the result 
of that review, are entitled to judicial review. 
 
Any Adoption Subsidy is subject to annual renewal and review: adoptive parents receive 
an annual adoption assistance review form that updates the agency of any change in 
living or school arrangements, family circumstances or the needs of the child.  If the 
adoptive parents dispute the agency’s determination after annual review, they may seek 
administrative review and are entitled to enjoin any changes in their existing agreement 
during the review period (and judicial review thereafter).  
 
In addition to the subsidy, the family may receive up to $250 per child to cover non-
recurring adoption expenses. There are other services that may be provided to an 
adoptive family: parent training, support groups, case management, therapeutic 
counseling/intervention, homemaker services, child care and respite care.  Not all of 
these services will be offered in each case.  However, these support services are 
intended to prevent a failed adoption, so if possible, you should advocate with the 
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Permanency Worker and Adoption Worker for the maximum benefits for your client’s 
new family. 

If you have questions regarding Open Adoption Agreements, Adoption Subsidies or 
post-adoption services – what is an appropriate level of assistance to expect, what the 
prospective adoptive parents should ask for in a particular case – please feel free to 
contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project for advice or assistance. 

Psychological/Behavioral Issues 

At some point, your client may be placed in one of the 
various locked “mental health” facilities.  These facilities 
include Montevista Hospital, Spring Mountain Treatment 
Center, and Desert Willow Treatment Center.   
 
Prior to 2005, a caseworker could place a child in such a 
facility without prior Court approval: AB 369 passed in 
2005 requires Court review of any proposed placement 
in a restricted setting, a review within five business days 
of any emergency placement in such a facility, and limits 
the duration of each admission. 
 
N.R.S.§ 432B.6075 requires that DFS file a Mental Health Petition before admitting a 
child to a locked facility.  If DFS files such a Petition, the statute requires that the child 
must have counsel appointed for him. The Petition must be supported by a certification 
of a physician, psychiatrist or licensed psychologist, stating that examination of the child 
revealed that he is emotionally disturbed and likely to harm himself or others if not 
admitted to a restricted facility. The Court must find, by clear and convincing 
evidence, that a child’s behavior is such that he is likely to harm himself or others if not 
admitted to such a facility.  Before an Order for admission or renewal of such an Order 
can be issued, the Court must explore other alternative courses of treatment within the 
least restrictive appropriate environment. N.R.S. § 432B.6076 

 
The initial Court Order supporting any admission 
authorized under N.R.S. § 432B.6075 expires in ninety 
days.  If DFS believes your client should remain in the 
locked facility, the DA will have to file another Petition, 
alleging why further treatment in the facility would be in the 
best interests of the child. N.R.S. § 432B.608. Any renewal 
of the Order for admission will last for only sixty days.  Any 
subsequent renewal(s) will be for successive sixty day 
periods and will require the filing of a new Petition in each 
instance. 
 
Sometimes, your client will want to remain in the facility.  If 
he consents to remain, it is important that he be physically 

JESSE: Jesse was a 6-year 
old boy placed in a locked 
mental health facility for 
children displaying 
aggressive behavior.  He 
presented to everyone 
involved with him as a 
sweet, polite, intelligent 
child.  The hospital insisted 
he was psychotic and 
needed long-term 
institutionalization.  Jesse’s 
CAP attorney was part of a 
committed team of 
caseworkers, clinical staff 
and his CASA volunteer who 
undertook multiple hostile 
meetings with the hospital.  
Finally, threatening court 
action got Jesse released.  
He now thrives in an 
excellent foster home. 
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present at the Court hearing to voice his consent.  If he consents, your should negotiate 
a lesser amount of time in exchange for his consent – that is, thirty days as opposed to 
ninety, for example. Usually, the DA will be so pleased that he/she does not have to put 

on a full offer of proof that he/she will gladly agree. 
Other times, your client can’t get out of the locked facility 
fast enough! He will want you to attack the validity of the 
assertions in any petition seeking his admission/ 
commitment to the facility.  You may ask the Court to order 
that a Second Opinion be obtained, paid by DFS, to 
corroborate or contradict the medical certifications that 
accompany the Petition. N.R.S. § 432B.6078.  You may 
always attack the proposed commitment on the ground 
that less restrictive treatment options are available and 
should be offered to your client. 
 
You should be aware, that State child welfare agencies 
and private foster care agencies are reimbursed at higher 
levels of “intensive need” placements.  It is a perverse truth 
that the Medicaid system of reimbursements provides an 
incentive to label children with a psychiatric disorder and 
institutionalize and drug them:  more federal dollars are 
available for foster care placements and for related 
services to a “labeled” and medicated child. 

Psychotropic Drugs/Chemical Restraint 

Closely related to the “involuntary commitment” issues lurking in locked facility 
placements, is the issue of involuntary chemical restraint. 

As previously mentioned, it is entirely 
predictable, if not totally understandable, 
that your client displays anger, depression, 
resentment or anxiety.  Children struggling 
to cope with the trauma that brought them 
into protective custody “act out” not 
because they are sick, but because they 
are healthy.  Most adults wrenched from 
the bosom of their family through no fault of 
their own would likewise respond with 
significant behavioral changes.  However, 
foster children are frequently diagnosed 
with non-organic psychic illnesses and 
medicated to induce docility.   

It is undeniable that many psychotropic drugs are the wonders of modern medicine and 
that mood altering drugs can cause significant, positive behavioral changes in adults.  

JIMMY: Jimmy was a 13-
year old who had been in 
foster and group homes 
almost since birth.  At the 
time his case was assigned 
to Pro Bono attorney Jeffrey 
Kerrane, Esq., he has spent 
nine months in a locked 
treatment facility, where his 
only opportunity to go 
outdoors as a small 
enclosed courtyard.  Not 
surprisingly, Jimmy has a 
history of behavioral 
problems. Within one month 
after he had an attorney, 
Jimmy was transferred to a 
group home, and began 
attending junior high, doing 
well both academically and 
socially.   
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However, many modern psychotropic drugs have had little or no research into the safety 
of their administration to children or their potential long term effects on a developing 
brain and body.  The administration of these drugs may manifest themselves in 
noticeable ways: semi-comatose or flat, “zombie-like” affect, lethargy, inability to focus, 
mental slowness, drooling, twitching, sudden weight gain or weight loss, etc. 

In addition, seldom will your client be on a single drug.  
Rather there will be a pharmaceutical cocktail of 
psychotropic drugs that will be administered to him on a 
daily basis, despite the absence of research into potential 
drug interactions and adverse physical effects when multiple 
drugs are given to young children. 

Moreover, the mere administration of mood altering drugs 
may have psychological effects on your client: he learns he 
is not responsible for his own actions, he may come to see 
himself as somehow deficient or “defective”, he learns to use 
drugs to deal with social/academic problems, and he suffers 
the stigma of being labeled with a psychiatric disorder (with 
potential long-term consequences for future employment or 
education opportunities or even obtaining a driver’s license). 

If your client is medicated to an alarming state, there are several things you might do.   
 
First, learn your client’s medical history. You should request copies of his medical chart 
and previous medical records to get a current list of the medications he is being given. 
Review all hospitalization records, and especially note the Nurse’s Notes (most likely to 
be the one involved with the child and noted behavioral characteristics that led to 
administration of the drugs).  It is important that you elicit, from teachers, parents, other 
adults who know your client, what his behavior was before the drugs were administered. 
 
Second, talk to the mental health professional who prescribed the medications: 
 

1) What is the child’s diagnosis? 
2) What is the name of his current medications?  Are they 

known by other names? Are there alternatives? Are the 
medications addictive? Can they be abused? 

3) How will each individual drug help your client? How 
long before an improvement should be seen? How long 
will you continue administration without this 
improvement before his medication is changed? 

4) What is known about the drug’s use in children your 
client’s age:  efficacy, known adverse affects, and rare 
or serious side affects? 

5) Were laboratory tests done before the medications were administered?  Will any 
tests need to be done while your client is taking the medication? 

B: B was a 14-year old, 
inappropriately placed in a 
treatment facility where he 
was overmedicated and 
very unhappy.  There was 
another child at the facility 
with a similar name: due to 
administrative confusion, B 
was accused of the other 
child’s inappropriate 
behavior and denied 
privileges.  CAP worked to 
resolve all of these issues 
and B was moved into a 
group home where his 
attitude and condition 
improved. 
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Third, learn about the prescribed drugs, including the manufacturer’s recommendations 
(indications and contraindications), side effects and whether they have been clinically 
tested on children.  Information can be found in the most recent version of the 
Physician’s Desk Reference (PDR)26 and The Essential Guide to Prescription Drugs27. 
 
Fourth, file a Motion to ask the Court to order a second medical opinion as to the type 
and amounts of medications that are safe and appropriate for a child your client’s age, 
in your client’s condition. N.R.S.§ 432B.6078.   
 
Fifth, develop strategies for the hearing on the Motion. 
Since any restraint placed upon a child in protective 
custody should be the least restrictive type and amount, 
you may be able to demonstrate that no alternatives were 
first tried before drugs were administered.  Be prepared 
with documentation (the PDR, for example) of side effects. 
In the case of individual drugs – they were probably not 
clinically tested on children. In the case of multiple drug 
therapies, there is little, if any, research into drug 
interactions.  Long term effects of these drugs on 
developing brains and bodies are unknown. You can challenge the diagnosis – there 
are no known “organic correlates” (physical findings) that diagnose “behavior disorders” 
– their diagnosis is entirely subjective.  You can demonstrate that no blood tests, ECG, 
EEG, MRS, CT or PET scan or other objective test were completed before diagnosis. 
There is no “treatment specificity” for behavior disorders – if a child has seen multiple 
doctors, the child has probably been given a laundry list of different psychotropic drugs. 
Most importantly, you need to develop the idea that the drugs are not being used to 
address any empirically identified physical pathology, but rather to treat behavior.  
 
Children under medication are “reviewed” by a psychiatrist every 30 days, to verify the 
appropriateness of the prescriptions.  These can be cursory or perfunctory reviews.  If 
you think your client is over-medicated, it is important for you to attend this medical 
review with the prescribing psychiatrist to ensure that this review of your client’s 
medications is comprehensive. 
 
In 2011, there was a change to the statute which established “persons legally 
responsible” for the psychiatric care of the child, commonly referred to as PLR’s.  Any 
child who is receiving psychiatric care must have a PLR appointed to him.  This person 
can be the natural parent or the foster parent, but most often the default, DFS Nursing 
staff, is nominated and appointed by the court.  Although this law was well-intended, it 
has created issues regarding in some instances, the quality and training of the PLRs 

                                                           
26 The PDR is published by Medical Economics Company of Montvale, N.J. and is available on-line at 
http://www.pdrhealth.com/drugs/drugs-index.aspx. Supplements are published two times a year. 
27 James J. Rybacki & James W. Long, The Essential Guide to Prescriptions Drugs (Harper Perennial, 
1997). 
 

http://www.pdrhealth.com/drugs/drugs-index.aspx
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coupled with the heavy caseloads of the DFS Nursing staff.  You will still need to keep a 
close eye on this issue in the event your client is receiving psychiatric services.  Feel  
free to contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project for help. 

The Child Welfare League claims that more than eighty percent of children in foster care 
have developmental, emotional or behavioral problems: “the frequency and severity of 
emotional problems among children in foster care seem to be strongly related to their 
history of deprivation, neglect and abuse, and the lack of security and permanence in 
their lives.”28  In 2005 (the last year for which published numbers are readily available), 
the State of Nevada had 4,696 children in out-of-home care. It is understandable that a 
burdened child welfare/children’s mental health system sees psychotropic medication of 
children as a “quick fix”.  However, what is understandable is not excusable – children in 
foster care should not have their physical or mental health compromised in order to 
makes their numbers “more manageable.” We should not subject vulnerable children to 
potent drugs simply to make them submit to a system that fails to meet their needs. 

“Aging-Out” – Independent Living 

Our clients are legally adults on their 18th birthday, and that means making some 
decisions about their lives and the direction they want to go.  Foster children who “age 
out” at 18 have choices, and it is our responsibility as their attorneys to counsel them on 
their options and guide them in their choices. 

Most of our 18 year-old clients who have been raised in the 
foster care system champ at the bit to be independent, but 
lack the skills, the finances and the life experience to be on 
their own.  Many have not yet graduated from high school or 
want to go to college.  If you have a client who is about to 
“age out” of the system or who wants to be independent, you 
should work with the caseworker, the client, and the adult(s) 
with whom your client will be living during this transition 
period (i.e. foster parents, parent of a friend, other adult, or 
Center for Independent Living) to develop an independent 
living plan for your client.  

Assembly Bill (AB) 350 

A law affecting all children “aging out” went into effect during the 2011 Legislative 
Session.  AB 350 allows young adults to voluntarily remain under the Juvenile Court’s 
jurisdiction beyond the age of 18 up to age 21.  It is a popular choice, because it pays 
clients a monthly stipend while they work to reach their life goals.  AB 350 clients get a 
special worker whose job is to help young adults set and achieve their life goals.  As 
adults, our clients make their own decisions about where to live and with whom.  The 
court retains jurisdiction for the limited purpose of resolving disputes.  Clients can stay 
                                                           
28 Child Welfare League of American, Child Mental Health: Facts and Figures, 
http://www.cwla.org/programs/bhd/mhfacts.htm. 

http://www.cwla.org/programs/bhd/mhfacts.htm
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under AB350 and get paid until age 21, even if they leave the state of Nevada, so long 
as they are making progress toward achieving their goals.  Because this has been the 
most popular option, AB 350 is spelled out in more detail below. 
 
“Child” is redefined in NRS 432B.040 to mean a person who is below the age of 18 or if 
in school until graduation from high school; 
 
For purposes of sections 15 through 19 of AB350, “child” refers to a person who is  
 

 Under the age of 18, and  
 Over 18 and remains under the jurisdiction of the juvenile Court; 

 
AB 350 requires that: 
 

 The Court to refer ALL children to an attorney at age 17 if reunification is unlikely 
to occur; 

 The Court to request that the attorney advise the child of the legal consequences 
of remaining under the jurisdiction of the Court versus “aging out”; 

 DFS to meet with the child at least 120 day prior to his 18th birthday to determine 
whether or not the child intends on requesting that the Court retain jurisdiction 
past his 18th birthday; 

 The child is allowed to change his mind regarding this decision any time prior to 
his 18th birthday by either informing DFS or the Court directly; 

 
If the Court retains jurisdiction, DFS must develop a written plan to help the child 
transition to independent living which must contain the following goals:  

 
 Child saves 3 months worth of expenses;  
 High school diploma or GED;  
 Postsecondary or vocational education;  
 Getting or seeking a job with at least 80 hours a month;  
 Housing;  
 An identified adult who will be a mentor;  
 Connect the child with appropriate services to address any issues with mental 

health or developmental delays; 
 

DFS must then do the following:  
 Monitor the independent living plan and adjust as needed;  
 Contact the child by phone once a month and make in person contact at least 

once every 3 months;  
 Ensure that the child has a mentor;  
 Conduct a meeting with the child at least 30 days but not more than 45 days 

before Court jurisdiction terminates to determine if the child requires any 
additional guidance; 
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Jurisdiction over a retained child continues until the first of the following conditions is 
met:  

 DFS, child, and the child’s attorney agree to request termination of jurisdiction;  
 The Court determines that the goals set forth in the child’s written plan have been 

met;  
 The Court determines that the child is not making a good faith effort to achieve 

the goals in the written plan;  
 The child’s circumstances have changed in a way such that it is infeasible to 

achieve the goals in the written plan;  
 The child voluntarily requests that the Court terminate jurisdiction; or  
 The child reaches the age of 21; 

 
If a child requests retention of jurisdiction, a written agreement must be entered into 
between the child and DFS.  This agreement must be filed with the Court and must 
acknowledge that: 

 
 The retention is voluntary on the part of the child, and  
 That the child in entitled to continue to receive DFS services and monetary 

payments made directly to the child or to an agreed upon third party; 
 
DFS in not the legal custodian after the child turns 18 and all proceedings pursuant to 
NRS 432B.410 through 432B.590 will terminate; 
 
If an issue or disagreement arises involving a child who remains under Court 
jurisdiction, DFS, the child and the child’s attorney must first try to resolve the matter 
informally before requesting a hearing.  If the issue cannot be resolved either DFS, the 
child, or the child’s attorney may request a hearing; 
 
If DFS is recommending that the Court terminate jurisdiction, DFS must send the child 
and the child’s attorney written notice allowing 15 days for either the child or their 
attorney to request an administrative review.  If the administrative review is not 
requested, the Court will terminate jurisdiction upon written notice from DFS.  If the 
administrative review is requested and does not resolve the dispute, a Court hearing 
may be requested. 
 

Step Up 
 
Before AB350 was passed, Step Up was the only aftercare program for young adults 
aging out of foster care.  It still remains a viable option for clients who want to be 
completely on their own, without any court oversight.  Step Up is administered by Clark 
County Social Services, rather than by DFS.  It helps primarily with rent payments and 
emergency needs, but only as long as the client is working and/or going to school a 
specified number of hours per week and provides proof.  The big drawback to Step Up 
was that it made rent payments directly to the lessor, and did not make any money 
payments directly to the client as AB 350 does, leaving clients with no money for food, 
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clothing and other necessities.  That has changed, and Step Up now rebates to clients 
directly the difference between the maximum rent of $773 and the actual rent the client 
pays.  Like AB350, Step Up is available to age 21.  Although there are still some 
advantages to AB350, (such as better Medicaid), Step Up’s combination of rent 
payment and cash makes it worth a closer look.  
 

Status Quo 
 
If your client is 18, still in high school and likes living in his/her foster home, he or she 
can choose to keep things as they are.  The client would still have the same 
caseworker, the permanency review hearings would continue and the foster parent 
would continue to receive foster board payments.  This is possible because AB350 
amended the definition of “child” to include those who have not graduated from high 
school. Once the client graduates, he/she must choose between AB350 and Step Up. 

Be aware that adolescents often “mess up,” and miss school or lose their jobs.  It is 
important to continue to advocate for your client when the caseworker tries to terminate 
his independent living agreement as punishment for his “youthful errors”. 

Nevada’s Foster Youth Bill Of Rights 
 
AB 154, Nevada’s Foster Youth Bill of Rights, was enacted during the 2011 Legislative 
Session and went into effect on October 1, 2011.  The Bill of Rights essentially bundled 
rights afforded to foster children into one easily accessible point of reference.  A copy of 
the poster and brochures can be downloaded and printed from the State of Nevada, 
Division of Child and Family Services(“ DCFS”) website at:  
 
http://www.dcfs.state.nv.us/DCFS_FosterChild.htm.   
 
There are two versions of the Bill of Rights Brochure, one being geared toward younger 
children.  Please feel free to distribute a copy of the Bill of Rights to your client in 
addition to their placement provider. 

http://www.dcfs.state.nv.us/DCFS_FosterChild.htm
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CHAPTER NINE 
Advocating with Service Providers 

CPS and DFS Caseworkers 

Lawyers who represent children in abuse and neglect proceedings will have frequent 
contact with social workers.  It is always advantageous for the client if the lawyer 
develops a working relationship with the CPS or DFS caseworker.  The caseworker, as 
a representative of DFS, has legal custody of the child.  Since the caseworker is the 
legal custodian of the child, asking the caseworker to inform the parties that you have 
the right to access your client’s records or 
other related records, or that you wish to see 
your client is often quicker and easier than 
getting a court order for access.  Consulting 
the caseworker at the beginning of the case 
can get you information that is not reproduced 
in written reports.  You should also periodically 
speak with the caseworker to stay up to date 
on the events in your client’s life.  Frequently, 
you can often achieve your client’s goals just 
by talking with the caseworker. 

Many caseworkers have a heavy caseload and work long hours.  It is important to keep 
this in mind when working with them. Often, they are as frustrated with the system and 
their lack of resources as you are.  Accommodating the caseworker when possible and 
being aware of the constraints he or she is under can go a long way in developing and 
achieving your client’s goals. 

Despite the fact that the caseworker is your client’s legal custodian, he or she cannot 
control your representation of your client.  The caseworker cannot dictate when, where, 
or how often you may see or speak to your client.  The caseworker can not define or 
limit the scope of your representation.  The worker also has the responsibility of 
informing foster parents that they cannot control your access to your client either and 
that they are under the same constraints as DFS in regard to allowing you access to 
your child and any information in their possession or control regarding your client. 

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 

N.R.S. § 432B.500 makes provision for the appointment of a guardian ad litem, or 
volunteer CASA, for children involved in abuse and neglect proceedings.  According to 
the statute, the CASA must:  

“Represent and protect the best interests of the child  
until excused by the court; thoroughly research and ascertain  
relevant facts of each case for which he is appointed, and  
ensure that the court receives an independent, objective  
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account of those facts; meet with the child wherever the  
child is placed as often as is necessary to determine that  
the child is safe and to ascertain the best interests of the  
child; participate in the development and negotiation  
of any plans for and orders regarding the child, and monitor  
the implementation of those plans and orders to determine  
whether services are being provided in an appropriate  
and timely manner; inform the court of the desires of the child,  
but exercise his independent judgment regarding the best  
interests of the child;...”29 

It is a good idea to consult with the CASA about your mutual client for 
several reasons.  First, as between you and the volunteer, the CASA is 
the one most likely to see the child on a regular, frequent basis and 
therefore will have the latest information about him to share with you.  
Second, their increased contact with the child and the child’s foster 
family or natural family makes CASAs an excellent resource to identify 
issues that need to be addressed by the attorney. Third, it is good to 
know what the CASA will say to the Court before a hearing: you and 
the CASA may be able to collaborate and present a unified front 
before the judge (that is, what the child wants is consistent with the 

child’s best interests).  Finally, the CASA may be able to help you achieve your client’s 
goals.  For example, if the child wants sibling visits but the caseworker cannot work 
visits into the schedule, the CASA may be able to facilitate the visits by agreeing to 
transport the child and/or supervise the visitation, if that is necessary. 

Foster Care Agencies 

There are many private foster care agencies for the placement of children that employ 
their own caseworkers.  Some of the agency caseworkers are very involved in a case, 
others are more hands off.  In theory, the DFS caseworker and the foster care agency 
caseworker will cooperate with each other.  If a child is placed in a therapeutic foster 
home, the lawyer for the child likely will have more contact with the foster care agency 
caseworker than the DFS Caseworker.  However, regardless of placement in a privately 
licensed foster home, DFS retains custody of the child.  There are several different 
private foster care licensing agencies in Las Vegas: the ones that lawyers for children 
encounter on a regular basis include: SAFY, Maple Star, Eagle 
Quest and Olive Crest. 

It benefits your client if you will take the time to introduce yourself to 
the foster parents and the agency that licenses them. Developing 
rapport with the foster parents so that they are amenable to working 
with you to resolve your client’s concerns may be one way to 
advocate for your client.  

                                                           
29 N.R.S. § 432B.500 (3)(a)(b)(e)(g). 
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Therapists and Teachers 

Families involved in abuse and neglect proceedings can require a multitude of services.  
In addition to meeting on a regular basis with the 
caseworker assigned to the case, various members 
of the family, including your client, are frequently 
involved in different family therapy sessions and 
classes.  Occasionally you may find it necessary to 
contact some of these service providers to resolve a 
concern voiced by your client.  You are free to do so.  
Having a cordial relationship with these people can 
result in a free flow of information from the service 
provider to the lawyer. 

Permanency Worker 

If the parental rights of the biological parents are relinquished or terminated, the client 
becomes available for adoption.  In addition to their overall duties of achieving 
permanency for children, a Permanency Worker is responsible for completing the Social 
Summary and Home Study that are required before an adoption can be completed. If a 
case moves to the adoption stage, you should find out who the Permanency Worker is 
and introduce yourself.  You can ensure that the child’s placement file does not “fall 
through the cracks” by periodically checking in with the Permanency Worker.   

Before a family will be actively recruited to adopt a child, a Social 
Summary must be completed.  A Social Summary is a lengthy document 
that attempts to tell the child’s history in a clear, cohesive way.  The 
Social Summary contains the social and medical history, including 
history of medical diseases and disorders, alcohol and drug use, for the 
natural parents and other family members. It also includes behaviors 
and incidents involving the child. Increasingly, children are tested for 
fetal alcohol syndrome and other genetic disorders: the results of these 
tests are included in the Social Summary.  The Social Summary generally takes months 
to complete and consequently can delay the adoption of a child.  If your client wishes to 
be adopted, you will want to urge the Court to Order that the Social Summary be 
completed as soon as possible, even before parental rights are terminated.    

Delays in processing adoption paperwork means a child languishes in the foster care 
system for an indefinite period – as the client ages into adolescence buffeted from 
placement to placement, he becomes less “desirable” to potential adoptive parents and 
more difficult to place. A delayed or incomplete Social Summary may lead to a failed 
adoption as the prospective adoptive parents opt for a younger child.  Therefore, when 
your client wants to be adopted, it is critical that you encourage an early start on the 
Social Summary so that it is thorough and completed in a timely fashion – preferably at 
or near the time of the TPR. 
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Delays in adoption after the TPR have occurred, even when adoption resources were 
identified and ready to adopt.  The Children’s Attorneys Project is negotiating with DFS 
on appropriate timelines and a schedule for implementation of the timelines that will be 
memorialized in an informal “consent decree”, in lieu of a class action lawsuit filed on 
behalf of Clark County’s children in foster care. Therefore, if your client’s adoption 
appears to be languishing, contact your mentor at the Children’s Attorneys Project for 
advice and assistance. 
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CHAPTER TEN 
International Issues and the Indian Child Welfare Act 

(ICWA) 
If you become aware that your client is a foreign 
national or a Native American (“Indian”) child, you 
should notify the Children’s Attorneys Project 
immediately.  There are time sensitive, complex 
issues effecting foreign and Indian children that 
need to be addressed as soon as the child’s status 
is discovered, a discussion of which is beyond the 
scope of this Manual. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
Other Useful Information and Resources 

 
Child Haven 
 
Child Haven is located at 701 N. Pecos Road, Las Vegas, Nevada (on the north end of 
the Clark County Family Court campus). The cottages and telephone numbers for Child 
Haven are: 
  -Main Telephone Number:  455-5390 
  -Alchu (storage):     No phone  
  -Agassi (medically fragile):  455-5354 & 455-5355 
  -Beazer:       455-1816 & 455-1817 
  -Bigelow (Healthy Minds):   455-5353 
  -Howard:      455-2936 
  -Nork:      455-5356 & 455-4357 
  -Obannon:     455-5350 
 
 
Clark County Community Resource Centers 
 
In an effort to coordinate programs for children and families and provide easy access to 
services, child welfare, juvenile justice, children's mental health and early childhood 
services will eventually be co-located in offices in each of five geographic service areas-
referred to as Central, West, South, East and North. To accomplish this, the Nevada 
Division of Child and Family Services, the Clark County Department of Family Services 
(DFS), and Clark County Department of Juvenile Justice Services (DJJS) provide five 
parallel service areas. , defined by zip code. To find the DFS office nearest to your client 
or your client’s family, find the applicable zip code below.  
 

West - Persons living in one of the following zip codes:   
89004, 89103, 89108, 89113, 89117, 89118, 89124, 89128, 89129, 89134, 89135, 
89138, 89139, 89141, 89144, 89145, 89146, 89147, 89148, 89149, 89166, 89178, 
89179.  
 

West Neighborhood Family Services Center 
6171 W. Charleston Bldg. 7 
Las Vegas, NV 89146 
(702) 486-0000 

 
East - Persons living in one of the following zip codes 
89109, 89110, 89119, 89120, 89121, 89142. 
 

East Neighborhood Family Services Center 
4180 S. Pecos Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89121 
(702) 455-8806 
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North - Persons living in one of the following zip codes: 
89030, 89031, 89032, 89081, 89084, 89085, 89086, 89087, 89115, 89130, 89131, 
89143, 89156, 89191. 
 

Martin Luther Family Services Center 
2424 Martin Luther King 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 
(702) 455-0740 

 
South - Persons living in one of the following zip codes: 
89005, 89011, 89012, 89014, 89015, 89044, 89074, 89122, 89123, 89052.  
 

South Neighborhood Family Services Center 
522 E. Lake Mead Pkwy. 
Henderson, NV 89015 
(702) 455-7900  
 

Central - Persons living in one of the following zip codes: 
89101, 89102, 89104, 89106, 89107 
 

Central Neighborhood Family Services Center 
121 S. Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Las Vegas, NV 89106 
(702) 455-7200 
 

Resource Organizations (This is a partial listing only and is not an endorsement 
intended or implied) 

  
American Bar Association Center on Children & the Law 
(202) 662-1720 
www.abanet.org/child 
 
Child Welfare League of America 
(202) 638-2952  
www.cwla.org  
  
CWL Western Office  
(310) 287-1411 
HN4743@handsnet.org 
www.cwla.org  
 
Children’s Defense Fund  
(202) 628-8787 
www.childrensdefense.org 

http://www.abanet.org/child
http://www.cwla.org/
mailto:HN4743@handsnet.org
mailto:HN4743@handsnet.org
mailto:HN4743@handsnet.org
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
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Children’s Rights Incorporated  
(212) 683-2210 
info@childrensrights.org 
www.childrensrights.org  
 
National Center for Youth Law  
( 510) 835-8098  
www.youthlaw.org  
 
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
Permanency Planning for Children University of Nevada 
( 775) 327-5300  
ppp@pppncjfcj.org 
 www.pppncjfcj.org 
 
Youth Law Center  
 (415) 543-3379  
info@youthlawcenter.com 
www.youthlawcenter.com  
 
Internet Resources (This is a partial list only and not an endorsement intended or 

implied) 
 
American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law http://abanet.org/child/ 
The mission of the ABA Center on Children and the Law is to improve children's lives 
through advances in law, justice, knowledge, practice and public policy. Their website 
provides information on their publications, annual report, periodicals, pro bono work, 
policies, and lawyer standards. In addition, the website hosts a child 
protection law reform bulletin board, discussion groups, and useful links. 
 
Child Abuse Prevention Network http://child.cornell.edu/ 
Geared toward professionals in the field of child abuse and neglect, this website 
provides workers with unique and powerful tools to support the identification, 
investigation, treatment, adjudication, and prevention of child abuse and neglect. 
 
Child Welfare League of America http://www.cwla.org/ 
The Child Welfare League of America, an association of more than 1,000 public and 
private nonprofit agencies, is committed to engaging all Americans in promoting the 
well-being of children, youths, and their families, and protecting every child from harm. 
Their website provides information of CWLA's programs and publications. 
 
Children’s Defense Fund http://www.childrensdefense.org/ 
The mission of the Children's Defense Fund is to Leave No Child Behind and to ensure 
every child a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a Moral Start in 
life and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families and 

mailto:info@childrensrights.org
mailto:info@childrensrights.org
mailto:info@childrensrights.org
http://www.youthlaw.org/
mailto:ppp@pppncjfcj.org
mailto:ppp@pppncjfcj.org
http://www.pppncjfcj.org/
mailto:info@youthlawcenter.com
mailto:info@youthlawcenter.com
mailto:info@youthlawcenter.com
http://abanet.org/child/
http://abanet.org/child/
http://child.cornell.edu/
http://child.cornell.edu/
http://www.cwla.org/
http://www.cwla.org/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
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communities. Their website provides information about CDF's current projects and 
issues as well as lists their publications. 
National Adoption Information Clearinghouse http://www.calib.com/naic/ 
National Adoption Information Clearinghouse, a service of the Children's Bureau, 
Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and 
Families, Department of Health and Human Services, is a comprehensive resource on 
all aspects of adoption, including infant, intercountry, and special needs adoption. Their 
website provides information on online databases, online publications, what publications 
can be ordered from them and related links.  
 
National Association of Child Advocates http://www.childadvocacy.org/ 
The National Association of Child Advocates is a nationwide network of child advocacy 
organizations working at the increasingly critical level of America's state-houses, county 
commissions, and city councils and serves as the forum where child advocacy leaders 
from across the country convene to share ideas and exchange information, formulate 
joint efforts and coordinate strategies, sharpen their skills, and increase the impact of 
the child advocacy movement. Their website provides information on their publications 
and issues on which they are working. 
 
National Association of Counsel for Children http://www.naccchildlaw.org/ 
The National Association of Counsel for children is a non-profit child advocacy and 
professional membership association dedicated to improving the lives of children and 
families through legal advocacy. The NACC provides training and technical assistance 
to attorneys and other professionals, serves as a public information and professional 
referral center, and engages in public policy and legislative advocacy.  
 
National CASA Association http://www.casanet.org/ 
The mission of the National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association is to speak 
for the best interests of abused and neglected children in the courts by promoting and 
supporting quality volunteer representation for children to provide each child a safe, 
permanent, nurturing home. Their website features topical 
articles as well as their library, forums, and training. 
 
National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information 
http://www.calib.com/nccanch/ 
The Clearinghouse, a service of the Children's Bureau, Administration for Children and 
Families, Department of Health and Human Services, is a national resource for 
professionals seeking information on the prevention, identification, and treatment of 
child abuse and neglect and related child welfare issues. Their website provides 
information on publications, databases, funding sources, services, prevention 
resources, and related links. 
 
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges http://ncjfcj.unr.edu/ or 
http://pppncjfcj.org 
NCJFCJ's Permanency Planning for Children's mission is to provide an environment for 
change by supporting and facilitating dependency court teams and by providing 

http://www.calib.com/naic/
http://www.calib.com/naic/
http://www.childadvocacy.org/
http://www.childadvocacy.org/
http://www.naccchildlaw.org/
http://www.casanet.org/
http://www.casanet.org/
http://www.calib.com/nccanch/
http://www.calib.com/nccanch/
http://ncjfcj.unr.edu/
http://pppncjfcj.org/
http://pppncjfcj.org/
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education and technical assistance to enable courts nationwide to meet their goals to 
improve practice in child abuse and neglect cases. Their website provides information 
on their publications and how to order them and about their projects.  
 
National Resource Center for Family Centered Practice 
http://www.uiowa.edu/~nrcfcp/new/index.html 
The National Resource Center for Family Centered Practice provides technical 
assistance, staff training, research and evaluation, and information on Family-  
based programs and issues to public and private human services agencies in states, 
counties, and communities across the United States. The Center has worked in child 
welfare, mental health, juvenile justice, community action, county extension, Head Start, 
and job training programs. This internet address is to its publications catalog. 
 
National Resource Center for Foster Care and Permanency Planning 
http://guthrie.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/other.htm 
The National Resource Center for Foster Care and Permanency Planning (NRCPP) 
provides information services, training, and technical assistance on permanency 
planning, kinship foster care, concurrent permanency planning, family group decision 
making and HIV/ AIDS to ensure that children have safe, caring, and lifetime families in 
which to grow up. NRCPP's web site describes the type of information, training and 
technical assistance that the center provides.  
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