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RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVESG reetings         F rien    d s  an  d  S upporters       

In my 23 years with Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada, I would be hard-pressed to think of another 
year with so much challenge and yet, accomplishment. 
We started 2011 hopeful that in spite of the worst 
recession to hit our economy in a generation, our 
Capital Campaign would survive. We fully expected 
the fundraising effort to be a test of our resolve and we 
were in for the long haul. 

To our great amazement and unending gratitude, the Southern Nevada 
community opened its arms to us and brought this project home. Through the 
combined efforts of local philanthropists, government leaders and concerned 
citizens who believe in the principle of equal access to justice for all, we were 
able to raise 97 percent of the funds needed and we have broken ground. We 
expect our new headquarters to be completed by September 2013.

However, raising money and designing a building that will serve this 
organization’s needs for years to come has been easy compared to the human 
challenges that our staff faces every day. Because of our limited resources, we 
must make tough choices about whom we can represent and very often, these 
tough choices involve abused children who are languishing in foster care. Their 
wishes to be placed with a beloved relative in another state or to have regular 
visitation with their siblings go unheeded without an attorney to represent their 
voices in court. It is hard for them to understand why their abuser is assigned an 
attorney; the system has an attorney, but they have no one.

One of our major goals – through increased funding for our Children’s Attorneys 
Project and by recruiting more area lawyers to join our Pro Bono Project – is 
that we will be able to provide a lawyer for every one of the 3,000 children in 
Clark County foster care. We were thrilled to have made great strides toward 
achieving this in 2011. 

We were likewise impressed by the stellar work of our Domestic Violence and 
Consumer Rights projects, as well as with the Civil Law Self-Help Center at the 
Regional Justice Center, which marked its second full year of operations. All of 
our programs have achieved major milestones in the past year thanks to the 
tireless work of our dedicated staff. We look forward to sharing these with you 
in the following pages. 

And as always, on behalf of the thousands of vulnerable residents who come 
through our doors, we extend our most sincere thanks. This work would not be 
possible without your ongoing support. 

Sincerely,

Barbara Buckley 
Executive Director
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RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVESL egal     ai  d  center       ser   v ices  
A N  O V E R V I E W  O F  W H AT  W E  D O

Children’s Attorneys Project

•	Gives children in foster care a voice in court.
•	 Enforces a child’s right and desire to have visitation with siblings.
•	 Assists low-income parents who are struggling with the school district to 

protect their children’s special education rights. 
•	 Recruits and trains volunteers who are willing to become educational 

surrogate parents for children with disabilities, ensuring schools are 
meeting disability-related needs.

Domestic Violence Project

•	 Represents victims and helps them obtain protective orders, divorce 
decrees and custody of their children.

•	Helps victims who are living in domestic violence shelters by teaching 
them about their legal rights to live a life free of violence.

•	 Assists battered immigrants who are victims of crimes under the Violence 
Against Women Act and the criminal witness U-visa program.

Consumer Rights Project

•	Works against fraudulent sales practices.
•	 Fights against abusive debt collection activities.
•	 Enforces car warranties so people don’t pay for a service that they  

don’t receive. 
•	 Represents those who have lost jobs in bankruptcy court.
•	 Represents homeowners going through foreclosure.
•	 Represents people with disabilities who have been denied social  

security benefits.

Civil Law Self-Help Center

•	 Provides self-help information to those representing themselves in civil 
matters, including forms, instructions and in-person assistance.  

•	 Functions as a legal emergency room for people struggling to navigate 
through the court system and trying to obtain accurate legal information.

Pro Bono Project

•	 Recruits private attorneys to represent clients in the areas of consumer 
fraud, domestic violence, child abuse, bankruptcy, family law and 
foreclosure.

•	 Trains volunteer attorneys in specialties of law outside their practice areas.
•	Mentors volunteer attorneys who need assistance in areas of law outside of 

their usual practices.
•	Manages Ask-A-Lawyer programs in family law, landlord/tenant and 

foreclosure, where unrepresented litigants can get expert legal advice 
from a practicing attorney.

Community Legal Education Project

Offers free weekly classes to members of the community in partnership with the 
UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law in the following areas:

•	Divorce 
•	 Custody 
•	Guardianship 
•	 Small Claims 
•	 Bankruptcy 
•	 Foreclosure 
•	 Spanish Classes Available in Family Law, Small Claims and Bankruptcy
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2 0 1 1  M ilestones       

Civil Law Self-Help Center Celebrates Second Anniversary

The center opened its doors in December 2010 to serve as a legal emergency 
room for people in our community who are facing a legal issue and need 
professional advice to help them fill out the correct forms and file them with 
the court. In 2011, we served 45,000 individuals, a 45 percent increase over 
last year. We’ve been overwhelmed at the heartfelt thanks we’ve received in 
survey responses for providing knowledgeable, compassionate assistance. The 
courts have also seen a tremendous increase in the number of litigants who are 
prepared to go to court on their own.

Free Community Legal Education Classes Reach Milestone 

More than 4,200 people attended our free classes in divorce, custody, 
guardianship, small claims, bankruptcy and foreclosure during 2011, which 
brought us to over 45,000 served since the inception of this program. 

Long-term Funding Secured for Abused Children in Foster Care

It’s been 12 years since the creation of the Children’s Attorneys Project. Its goal 
has always been to ensure that every child has his or her own voice in court, but 
funding has only allowed us to represent half of the 3,000 children who need 
us. To make our case, we brought to bear some compelling testimony before 
the Nevada Legislature during the 2011 session. Several of our young clients 
volunteered to travel with us to Carson City and they asked the most basic 
question of legislators. If everyone else in the system has an attorney (the county 
and the abuser), why don’t I deserve my own attorney? We also received support 
from volunteer lobbyists with R&R Partners, as well as prominent members of 
the legal community. The governor and the Nevada Legislature received our 
message, and in 2012, Clark County implemented a small recording fee so we 
will be closer than ever to our goal of having an attorney for every abused child 
in Clark County.

Class Action Lawsuits Pushed Two Payday Lending Companies  
Out of Business

We have spent the last 10 years trying to clean up the payday lending industry by 
representing one client at a time, advocating for legislative changes to outlaw the 
worst practices by the biggest offenders, and calling on the Legislature to increase 
consumer protection. In spite of this work, we continued to see desperate clients 
being victimized by two major, local payday loan offenders. In response, we 
partnered with Kemp, Jones and Coulthard (as pro bono counsel) to file two class 
action lawsuits, which resulted in one company closing its doors and another 
filing for bankruptcy. By staying the course against abusive practices, we have 
helped prevent future predatory practices against the entire community.

Special Education Program Expands Community Outreach

Our special education program advocates for special needs children in the 
Clark County School District. This program significantly increased its visibility 
in the past year through training workshops for education professionals and 
community partners. Instruction included Using the Law to Advocate for a 
Child with Disabilities and How to Incorporate the Common Core Standards 
in Your Child’s IEP. Program staff also began distributing a monthly newsletter 
giving updated, practical advice for advocacy. By focusing on the fundamentals 
of special education law, as called for under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, these efforts have led to a significant increase in requests for 
Legal Aid Center services on behalf of special needs children.  
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RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVESRIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVESC lient      S tatistics         
C ase    T ypes    ,  E thnicity       ,  G ender   

men 40%

WOMen 60%

white 39%

other/multiracial 12%

hispanic 28%

African-  
American 16%

asian 4%

american indian/ 
hawaiian/ 

pacific islander 1%

Children 
(0-18) 15%

seniors 
(60+) 15%

adults (19-59) 70%

child advocacy 15%

family law 30%

consumer 55%

Stats at a Glance
• 5,137 people called in to the Legal Aid 

Center’s hotlines (consumer, domestic 
violence, social security).

• 2,353 people were helped through 
Legal Aid Center’s clinic programs, 
including the very popular Ask-A-
Lawyer programs.

• 5,910 people were seen by Legal Aid 
Center staff and more than 2,698 
people were represented with litigation 
services, including:

	 – 1,485 children were represented through  
	    the Children’s Attorneys Project.
	 – 792 people were represented through  
	    the Domestic Violence Project.
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Child Abuse and Neglect

Lucia was brought into the child welfare system as a result of her mother’s drug use and lack of resources. When Lucia was 11, her mother 
had moved to another state and failed to appear at Lucia’s termination of parental rights trial, causing her to lose her legal rights to play a 
role in the child’s life. Lucia did not do well in foster care, however, and spent a year at a residential treatment center. Four years after losing 
her parental rights, the mother completed rehab in an out-of-state program, got married, obtained steady employment and secured stable 
housing. The possibility of returning to her mother’s care made Lucia extremely happy, so at the age of 15, she made this request. We 
filed a petition to restore her mother’s parental rights, which was granted by the court, and mother and child are reunited and doing well.  

Special Education

Phillip was attending fifth grade with a special education plan in the school district when he was accused of threatening a student with a 
penknife and expelled. As a result, he was not allowed to participate in any activities in this small community since most are related to the 
school district. We were asked to review his case by his grandmother. After reviewing the videotape of the incident, we discovered that the 
accusation was false. The Legal Aid Center filed a request for a due process hearing with the school district and with the assistance of the 
district attorney, Phillip was reinstated at school and has returned to the friendships and activities that he loves.

Domestic Violence

Jennifer had endured years of abuse at the hands of her husband until, as is often the case, the situation became life-threatening. She 
applied for services at Legal Aid Center and we represented her in divorce proceedings while she lived in an undisclosed location. Just before 
her husband was arrested for attempted murder, he had tried to hide money in several bank accounts, claiming that they were penniless. 
Jennifer knew this was a lie and her Legal Aid Center attorney was able to get a judgment from the court to search for and release these 
accounts. The funds provided the financial security that she needed to rent an apartment and move on with her life. The imprisonment of 
her ex-husband ensures her safety in the community.  

Consumer 

Elaine came to Legal Aid Center for assistance after being severely harassed by a collection agency for non-payment on a $280 payday loan. 
She works for a national retailer but was struggling financially, so she took out this loan in 2009 to help make ends meet. The annual interest 
rate for the loan was 995 percent (a lawful interest rate in the State of Nevada) so this only added to her existing debt burden. The payday 
lender hired a debt collector who harassed Elaine, leaving fraudulent threats on her voice mail threatening to come to her job, have her 
arrested and have her driver’s license suspended.

Client Success Stories
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RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVES
Immigration

Francesca, an immigrant from Brazil, suffered from 16 years of horrific domestic violence and finally got up the courage to leave her 
abusive husband. She approached Legal Aid Center for help and we filed a protection order, a divorce petition and custody action to 
ensure that she had primary physical custody of her four children. Her now ex-husband was granted only limited visitation once the 
protection order expired. Due to the serious nature of the abuse, she was asked to assist and testify in his prosecution. Under these 
circumstances, Legal Aid Center filed a U-visa application on behalf of her and her children, which was granted since they were all 
victims of crimes. Francesca and her children are now safe and living a life free of violence.

Foreclosure

Anthony and Marta bought their home in 1999 and then refinanced it in 2007. Anthony worked in the culinary field for more than 40 
years, but became disabled and had to stop working after a botched knee surgery. Marta is diabetic and almost completely blind. After 
unsuccessfully trying to get a loan modification under incredibly difficult personal and financial circumstances, Anthony and Marta came 
to Legal Aid Center for assistance. Even after a successful mediation was negotiated by Legal Aid Center in 2009, the bank still refused 
to honor the terms of the agreement. We then filed a Petition for Judicial Review and in 2011, this was found in their favor. Anthony and 
Marta were thrilled to be able to modify their loan and remain in their home.  

Social Security

Kayla is a 43-year-old woman who was born with severe cognitive mental disabilities. She lived with her father her entire life and never 
went to school past the fourth grade. She was, however, able to work at fast-food restaurants, but her employment never lasted. Kayla’s 
father passed away many years ago and she relied on her father’s friend to help her with housing and food. He also assisted her with her SSI 
(Supplemental Social Security Income) application once he could also no longer support her. Kayla cannot read or write and attended her 
first social security hearing alone. The judge realized that she needed representation and referred her to Legal Aid Center. After requesting 
a cognitive examination, the court awarded Kayla SSI based on her cognitive disability as well as some physical impairments, including 
chronic knee pain, asthma and depression. Since receiving her benefits, Kayla is able to live independently and is extremely grateful for the 
assistance she received from Legal Aid Center. 

Photos and names of clients have been changed to protect privacy.
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A L L  P H O T O S :  B E A U  S T E R L I N G ,  E S Q .

celebrating           
our    gro   w t h 

h onoring        
our    d onors   
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T H E  D O N O R  W A L L :  H O N O R I N G  M A J O R  D O N O R S  T O  T H E  C A P I TA L  C A M PA I G N . 

O P P O S I T E  PA G E :  B U I L D I N G  R E N D E R I N G :  T H E  F U T U R E  H O M E  O F  L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R  O F  S O U T H E R N  N E VA D A . 

D O N O R S  A N D  F R I E N D S  O F  L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R 

S TA N D I N G  R O O M  O N LY  AT  L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R  G R O U N D B R E A K I N G
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e x pan   d ing    access       to   j ustice      

The Legal Aid Center’s board of directors faced a crossroads in 2007. The demand for our services had reached critical mass, stretching our existing staff to the breaking 
point. Offices meant for one were holding two, requiring us to rent additional space in a nearby office building. 

But the choice to grow held great promise. It meant expanded capacity to serve victims of domestic violence, consumer fraud, and abused and neglected children. It 
meant room to offer more free classes for the public in bankruptcy and foreclosure. It would also bring all infrastructure, services and staff under one roof. 

The board of directors cast a unanimous vote to grow and we have never looked back.

We knew that it was critical to remain downtown, close to the courts and accessible to the bus lines. Meanwhile, the land adjacent to our existing building became 
available and the path was clear. Our old building will become the site of the center’s future parking garage and the entire complex is expected to be completed by 
summer 2013.

B I L LY  VA S S I L I A D I S ,  C E O ,  R & R  PA R T N E R S ,  

D E A N  H A R D Y,  E S Q . ,  L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R  

B O A R D  P R E S I D E N T

C H R I S T I N A  H I X S O N ,  T R U S T E E , 

 L I E D  F O U N D AT I O N  T rust  

( L  T O  R )  B I L L  B O Y D,  E X E C U T I V E  C H R M N . ,  

B O Y D  G A M I N G  A N D  L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R  C A P I TA L 

C A M PA I G N  C O - C H A I R ;  D A V I D  S A LT M A N ,  

V I S TA  G R O U P ;  J O H N  W H I T E ,  E X E C U T I V E  V I C E  

P R E S I D E N T  A N D  P R O V O S T,  U N LV
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It bears repeating that its $14 million Capital Campaign seemed like an insurmountable goal in 2008. With the economy in a nosedive, we could not have dreamed of 
raising enough to qualify for a loan, let alone 97 percent of the total cost. Moving in without a mortgage allows us to apply all funding sources directly to the vulnerable 
children, families, seniors and veterans in Southern Nevada who have nowhere else to turn. 

We could not have accomplished this monumental achievement without the leadership of our Capital Campaign co-chairs Bill Boyd, CEO of Boyd Gaming and Dick 
Morgan, former dean of the William S. Boyd School of Law at UNLV and Legal Aid Center board member. We’re also grateful for the work of its board members, staff, 
and benevolent public and private donors.

On October 10, 2011, we gathered to celebrate the groundbreaking and were joined by many of these individuals, as well as community and business leaders, and 
former Legal Aid Center clients. We filled 120 chairs and it was standing room only – a true testimony to the generosity and cohesiveness of Southern Nevada.

( L  T O  R )  J O H N  O C E G U E R A ,  S P E A K E R  O F  T H E  N E VA D A 

L E G I S L AT U R E ;  N E VA D A  S U P R E M E  C O U R T  J U S T I C E 

M I C H A E L  D O U G L A S ;  D E A N  H A R D Y,  E S Q . ,  L E G A L  A I D 

C E N T E R  B O A R D  P R E S I D E N T;  A P R I L  G R E E N ,  E S Q . ,  

L E G A L  A I D  C E N T E R  D I R E C T I N G  AT T O R N E Y,  

D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  P R O J E C T

M AY O R  C A R O LY N  G O O D M A N ,  C I T Y  O F  L A S  V E G A S ;  

R AY  N E W M I L L E R ,  M A R T I N - H A R R I S  C onstruction         

K ris    E ngelstad        mcgarry      ,  trustee       ,  

engelstad         family      foundation       

RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVES
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1 1 t h  A nnual      
P ro   B ono    

A w ar  d s  
L unc   h eon   

A L L  P H O T O S :  B E A U  S T E R L I N G ,  E S Q .

( L  to   R )  N evada     S upreme       C ourt     J ustices        

M ichael       L .  D ouglas      ;  M ichael       C herry    ;  N ancy     M . 

S aitta    ;  M arc    G ibbons      ;  and    R on   D .  Parraguirre          .

( L  to   R )  L egal     A id   C enter      staff    :  Lynn    E tkins     ,  

development            D irector      ;  B arbara       B uckley     ,  

E xecutive         D irector       ;  and    M elanie       K ushnir      ,  

P ro   B ono    P roject       D irector       .
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RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVES11th Annual Pro Bono Awards Luncheon 
The continued increase in need for our services over the past several years reminds us yet again how fortunate we are to have the support of so many fine attorneys in the 
Southern Nevada legal community. Without their hard work and commitment to this cause, we would have to turn away thousands of our most vulnerable residents. 
Each year, our Annual Pro Bono Luncheon honors these local attorneys who, collectively, provided 16,000+ hours of free legal services to low-income residents of Clark 
County in 2011.

Pro Bono Attorney of the Year:	 Dara J. Goldsmith
	 Marjorie A. Guymon 

Lied Award for Most Hours for Law Firm:	 Snell & Wilmer (1330) 

Lied Award for Most Cases for Law Firm:	 Kunin & Carman (27)

Lied Award for Most Hours for Attorney:	 Richard C. Gordon (515)

Lied Award for Most Cases for Attorney:	 Israel “Ishi” Kunin (21)

Justice Nancy Becker Pro Bono Award of Judicial Excellence:	 Justice Michael L. Douglas 
	 Justice James W. Hardesty

Vince A. Consul Memorial Pro Bono Award:	 Randall Jones
	 Jennifer Dorsey
	 Kemp, Jones & Coulthard

Louis Wiener Service Award:	 Brian E. Blackham 

Myrna Williams Children’s Pro Bono Award:	 Richard C. Gordon

Public Interest Law Student of Distinction:	 Jessica Perlick

Ask-A-Lawyer Community Commitment Award:	 Robert E. Blau 

Law Firm Rising Star Award:	 Hutchison & Steffen

Volunteer Surrogate Award: 	 Patricia LaMonica

Champion of Children Award:	 Chief Justice Nancy M. Saitta

Luncheon Sponsors

M arjorie       Guymon     of  Goldsmith     & Guymon     

accepts  the   Pro Bono  Attorney      of  the   Y ear   Award   

(on  behalf   of herself    and   Dara   Goldsmith    )  from  

N evada   Supreme    Court   J ustice   N ancy   Saitta    .

nevada  supreme court Justices   James Hardesty   and 

M ichael   Douglas     accept  the   J ustice   N ancy   Becker  

Award   from  Barbara     Buckley    and   N ancy   Becker  .
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Judge Melanie Andress-Tobiasson  
AT&T
Atkin Winner & Sherrod
Assemblyman Kelvin Atkinson  
Bailey Kennedy  
Ballard Spahr
Bogatz & Associates
Boise Schiller & Flexner
Boyd Gaming  
Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber & Schreck  
Caesars Entertainment  
Canepa, Riedy & Rubino  
CenturyLink
Cobeaga Law Firm
Assemblyman Marcus Conklin  
Crockett & Myers  
Culinary Workers Union, Local 226  

Dickerson Law Group  
Edward Bernstein & Associates  
Fennemore Craig  
Fenton, Grant, Mayfield, Kaneda & Litt
Frias Transportation
Glaser, Weil, Fink, Jacobs, Howard, Avchen & Shapiro  
Gordon Silver  
Greenberg Traurig  
Holland & Hart  
HSBC Bank Nevada  
Hutchison & Steffen  
Jones Vargas  
KSNV
Kaempfer Crowell
Kemp, Jones & Coulthard  
Koeller, Nebeker, Carlson & Haluck  
Kolesar & Leatham  

Table Sponsors

Patricia       L ee   of   H utchison        &  S teffen       accepts      

the    L aw   F irm    R ising      S tar   A ward     from     N evada    

S upreme       Court     J ustice       J ames     H ardesty      .

Robert  Blau  of  Brewer    Blau  L aw Group    

accepts  the   A sk- A - L awyer   Award   from   

N evada   Supreme    Court   J ustice   M ichael   Cherry  .

N evada     S upreme       C ourt     J ustice       N ancy    

S aitta     accepts        the    C hampion        of   C hildren       

A ward     from     B arbara       B uckley     .
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Kunin & Carman 
Maggie Lambrose 
Lee, Hernandez, Landrum, Garofalo & Blake 
Lewis & Roca 
Lionel, Sawyer & Collins 
Maddox, Isaacson & Cisneros 
Robyn & Aldo Manzini
Cliff Marcek, Esq. 
Marquis, Aurbach & Coffing  
Martin-Harris & JMA Architecture  
Moran Law Firm  
Dr. Jim Nave  
Nevada Legal News  
Nevada Legal Services
Nevadans for Equal Access
NV Energy  
Olson, Cannon, Gormley & Desruisseaux  

Power Efficiency Corp.  
Reade & Associates  
Republic Services  
Senior Citizens Law Project  
Silvestri & Gidvani  
Assemblywoman Debbie Smith  
Snell & Wilmer  
Southwest Gas  
Springel & Fink  
State Bar of Nevada
Thorndal, Armstrong, Delk, Balkenbush & Eisinger  
UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law  
Wells Fargo  
Willick Law Group  
Wynn Resorts

Table Sponsors

R ichard       G ordon      of   S nell     &  W ilmer      accepts       

the    M yrna     W illiams        award      from     

J udge     F rank     S ullivan      .

J ennifer        D orsey    ,  R andall       J ones     and    W ill   

K emp    of   K emp  ,  J ones     &  C oulthard        accept       the   

V ince     A .  C onsul      A ward     from     N evada     S upreme      

C ourt     J ustice       M ark    G ibbons      .

J essica       P erlick       accepts        the    L aw   S tudent      

A ward     from     N evada     S upreme       C ourt     J ustice      

K ristina        P ickering        .
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New Cases:

Jacqueline S. Ackerman
Tara-Lynn B. Adams
Malik W. Ahmad
Josh C. Aicklen
Emelia L. Allen
Stephanie H. Allen
Eric T. Aldrian
Heather B. Anderson-Fintak
Samuel S. Anter
Abira Anwar Grigsby
Alejandro Arroyo
Ogonna M. Atamoh
Timothy J. Baldwin
Sara M. Banda
John R. Bailey
Carol M. Barnes
Rebekah L. Baumgardner
Corey B. Beck
Neil J. Beller
Peter J. Bellon
Kathleen L. Bergquist
Rachel R. Bickle-Stone
David L. Bindrup
Brian E. Blackham
Carlos Blumberg
Jerome L. Blut
Michael F. Bohn
Tamer B. Botros
Koren N. Boyd
Kim Boyer
Z. Kathryn Branson
Adam J. Breeden

Kristine Brewer
Elizabeth Brickfield
Deanna C. Brinkerhoff
Michael J. Brock
Brandy L. Brown
Ernest A. Buche, Jr.
Christopher P. Burke
Thomas M. Burns
Robert J. Caldwell
Tanika M. Capers
Michael P. Carman
Jasen E. Cassady
Robert Cerceo
John E. Cereso
Edward T. Chang
Raymond K. Chau
Margo Chernysheva
Benjamin B. Childs
Jarien L. Cho
Kevin B. Christensen
Rob D. Chung
James W. Claflin
Candace C. Clark
Emily G. Clark
Peter Co
Jamie S. Cogburn
Lesley E. Cohen
Ronald A. Colquitt
Lynn Conant
Mark J. Connot
Singleton E. Conyers
Jonathan J. Cooper
Alice M. Coulson

Amanda J. Cowley
Randy M. Creighton
William P. Curran
Daniel E. Curriden
Christopher J. Curtis
Philip J. Dabney
Michael D. Davidson
James M. Davis
Kendal L. Davis
Scott R. Davis
Danielle Dawson
Michael J. Dawson
Laura A. Deeter
John S. Delikanakis
William C. Devine
Kevin R. Diamond
Damon K. Dias
Robert P. Dickerson
Tracy A. DiFillippo
Lois A. DiVietro
Jasmin L. Dodson
Angela H. Dows
Larissa Drohobyczer
Peter Dubowsky
Ramon L. Dy-Ragos
Robert M. Ebinger
John M. Eccles
Timothy P. Elson
Sylvia L. Esparza
M. Lani Esteban-Trinidad
Leland K. Faux
Ethan M. Featherstone
Thomas H. Fell

Mario P. Fenu
Iris E. Fieldman
Frances-Ann Fine
Lucy Flores
Seth T. Floyd
Diana J. Foley
Rhonda K. Forsberg
Alan D. Freer
Amy M. Friedlander
Matthew H. Friedman
Evie Frye
Krystal J. Gallagher
Joseph R. Ganley
Jon E. Garde
Puneet K. Garg
Paul M. Gaudet
Tanya S. Gaylord
Denise L. Gentile
Nedda Ghandi
Jacqueline A. Gilbert
Joshua P. Gilmore
G. Asa Ginapp
Dara J. Goldsmith
Meghan M. Goodwin
John J. Graves, Jr.
Adam D. Graff
James D. Greene
James G. Griffin
Matthew M. Griffin
Arun Gupta
David W. Gutke
Dennis C. Gutwald
Marjorie A. Guymon

Pro Bono Volunteers
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Jeffrey R. Hall
Karen L. Hanks
Kari J. Hanratty
Mark D. Hanson
Joseph P. Hardy
Jennifer R. Hargis
Thomas B. Hart
Doreen M. Spears Hartwell
Michelle A. Hauser
Earl L. Hawley
Robert L. Hempen, II
Lance J. Hendron
Joel D. Henriod
Angela M. Hensley
Cindie D. Hernandez
Robert W. Hernquist
Allison L. Herr
Victoria L. Hightower
Susan L. Hilger
Lawrence C. Hill
Jeremy B. Hilsabeck
Juliana M. Hofsommer
Richard F. Holley
Chata N. Holt
Amy B. Honodel
John D. Hooks
Jennifer K. Hostetler
John H. Howard
Stacy Howlett
Kerstan D. Hubbs
Rena G. Hughes
Shauna M. Hughes
Jeffrey L. Hulet

Thomas B. Humphrey
Jason A. Imes
H. Matthew Israel
Kent L. Ivey
Daniel S. Ivie
Terrence M. Jackson
James J. Jimmerson
Laura L. Johns
John D. Jones
Justin C. Jones
Edward L. Kainen
Patrick W. Kang
William M. Kapalka
Shiv K. Kapoor
Josef M. Karacsonyi
Ty E. Kehoe
John T. Kelleher
Janet C. Kelleran
Michael S. Kelley
Robert J. Kern
Stephanie B. Kice
Karlon J. Kidder
Howard C. Kim
Robert C. Kim
Michele A. Kiraly
Christopher D. Kircher
Joseph S. Kistler
Richard A. Koch
David H. Krieger
Shelley D. Krohn
Talitha Gray Kozlowski
Thomas F. Kummer
Israel “Ishi” Kunin

Zachariah Larson
Rut J. Laureano
Patricia Lee
Stephanie A. Lee
Ka H. Leung
Akke Levin
Audrey S. Levinson
Michael M. Lin
Michele T. LoBello
Charles D. Lombino
Sophia G. Long 
Marvin L. Longabaugh
Miguel A. Lopez
Danny J. Lovell
Dawn M. Lozano
Robert W. Lueck
Kenneth R. Lund
Michael F. Lynch
Stephanie B. MacKeen
Mary N. Madrid Huck
Chandan Manansingh
Cliff W. Marcek
Michael D. Marr
Leah A. Martin
A. Maria Maskall 
Racheal H. Mastel
Augusta A. Massey
Gary J. Mathews
Stephen J. Mayfield
Kathleen M. Maynard
Matthew J. McAlonis
Barbara M. McDonald
Jennifer R. McDonald

Rena M. McDonald
Raymond E. McKay
Michael W. McKelleb
Marilyn A. McKinney
Richard McKnight
Jeanette E. McPherson
Shell L. Mercer
Stacie A. T. Michaels
Cynthia G. Milanowski
Rebecca H. Miller
Byron L. Mills
Gregory S. Mills
Matthew T. Milone
David Mincin
Andrew D. Moore
Melanie D. Morgan
Timothy R. Mulliner
Corrine P. Murphy
Gina M. Mushmeche
Joanna M. Myers
Susan L. Myers
Jason Naimi
Alisa D. Nave-Worth
Jeffrey S. Neeman
Brian A. Neighbarger
Victoria L. Nelson
Tara D. Newberry
Leslie M. Nino
William M. Noall
Allyson R. Noto
Sarah J. Odia
Guinness I. Ohazuruike
Roberta J. Ohlinger-Johnson

Pro Bono Volunteers
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James M. O’Reilly
Anne E. Padgett
Maren Parry
Stanley W. Parry
Jeffrey D. Patterson
Cary Colt Payne
Jon T. Pearson
Stacy D. Perez
Cami M. Perkins
Mary D. Perry
Emily Phan
Christopher J. Phillips
Margaret E. Pickard
Teresa M. Pilatowicz
Daniel F. Polsenberg
Robert B. Pool
Todd W. Prall
Corinne M. Price
Wayne H. Price
Martin R. Prybylski
Brian J. Ramsey
Michael D. Rawlins
R. Christopher Reade
T. Wade Redmon
Nathaniel J. Reed
Jacob A. Reynolds
Preston P. Rezaee
Michael P.  Rhodes
Joseph W. Riccio
Amanda M. Roberts
Michele L. Roberts
Dina H. Romaya
Molly S. Rosenblum

Lawrence D. Rouse
Douglas M. Rowan
Russell M. Rowe
Holly E. Roys
Sergio Salzano
Jennifer L. Sanders
Gillian F. Satterfield Barjon
Aileen M. Schlissel
Louis C. Schneider
Paul H. Schofield
M. Nelson Segel
Thomas S. Shaddix
Jay A. Shafer
Joslyn D. Shapiro
A. J. Sharp
Randa R. Shea
Lynn R. Shoen
Paul A. Shpirt
Steve Sidhu
James P.C. Silvestri
Bradley S. Slighting
Joshua A. Sliker
Andrew D. Smith
Mark R. Smith
James E. Smyth
Rosa Solis-Rainey
Georlen K. Spangler
Lindsay L. Stadtlander
Thomas Stafford
David A. Stephens
Ariel E. Stern
Holly S. Stoberski
Michael E. Stoberski

David A. Stephens
Ellen G. Stoebling
Jason P. Stoffel
Jacqueline M. Stoops
Hardeep Sull
Kelly H. Swanson
Arthur P. Tan
Mont E. Tanner
Jessica S. Taylor
Marissa R. Temple
Michael S. Terry
Paul P. Terry
Jamie L. Thalgott
Timothy P. Thomas
Christopher R. Tilman
Michelle O. Tobler
Susan G. Trautmann
Patricia A. Trent
Erika A. Twesme
Elyse M. Tyrell
Edward E. Vargas
Westley U. Villanueva
James D. Vitale
Rory J. Vohwinkel
Richard L. Wade
Dan R. Waite
Whitney B. Warnick
Delwyn E. Webber
Anita A. Webster
Diane L. Welch
Shauna L. Welsh
Gerald M. Welt
Adriana Rincon White

Nikkya G. Williams
Telia U. Williams
Marshal S. Willick
Cheryl H. Wilson
Shannon R. Wilson
Shannon C. Wittenberger
Katie Woods
Kendelee L. Works
Ryan J. Works
Anthony M. Wright
Erika M. Wright
Dan L. Wulz
Aaron Cheng-I Yen
Shane J. Young
Tara K. Young
Elliott D. Yug
Meng Zhong
Caleb M. Zobrist

Pro Bono Volunteers
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Kimberly Mucha Abbott
Malik W. Ahmad
Ryan M. Anderson
Heather B. Anderson-Fintak
Giovanni L. Andrade
Ogonna M. Atamoh
Nishat Baig
Rebekah L. Baumgardner
James E. Berchtold
Kathleen L. Bergquist 
Brian E. Blackham 
Robert E. Blau
Jerome L. Blut 
Kristine Brewer
Michelle D. Briggs
Barbara E. Buckley
Emilia K. Cargill
Christopher D. Carr
Sue Trazig Cavaco
Lisa M. Chamlee
Kristina Chandler
Margo Chernysheva
Gerald Luke Ciciliano
Sean K. Claggett
Candace C. Clark
Peter Co
Lesley E. Cohen
Lynn Conant
Venicia G. Considine
Kimberly J. Cooper
Amanda J. Cowley
Alice M. Coulson
Michancy M. Cramer

William P. Curran
Marla J. DaVee
James M. Davis
Jill C. Davis
Kendal L. Davis
Laura A. Deeter
Lois A. DiVietro
Cybil L. Dotson
Raya M. Drew
Saraliene Dunnett
Saraliene S. Durrett
Bryce K. Earl
Robert N. Eaton
Micah S. Echols
Brian J. Elliot
Thomas H. Fell
Mario P. Fenu
Cam Ferenbach
Frances-Ann Fine
Robert C. Fleming
Conor Patrick Flynn
Randall G. Forman
Rhonda K. Forsberg
Heather E. Fraley
Yvette R. Freedman
Evie Frye
Philip S. Gerson
Nedda Ghandi
Stefana Laurentia Ghita 
R. Nathan Gibbs
Aviva Y. Gordon
April S. Green
James G. Griffin

Arun Gupta
Marjorie A. Guymon
Stephanie J. Hamrick
Nancy R. Harkess
Stacy D. Harrop
Airene Haze
Lance J. Hendron
Joel S. Hengstler
Tera B. Hodge
Erin M. Houston
Timothy F. Hunter
Michael V. Infuso
Mohamed A. Iqbal, Jr.
Janice E. Jacovino
E. Derek Jamison
Michael R. Joe
Anna Marie Johnson
Gabrielle D. Jones
Ray C. Jones
William M. Kapalka
Shiv K. Kapoor
Fred W. Kennedy
Robert J. Kern
Samuel R. Kern
Krissta A. Kirschenheiter
Talitha Gray Kozlowski
Margaret W. Lambrose
Patricia Lee
Michael M. Lin
Bonnie Lonardo
Var E. Lordahl
Danny J. Lovell
Shelley Lubritz

Ask-A-Lawyer Program Volunteers
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Chandan Manansingh
David L. Mann
Michael D. Marr
Augusta A. Massey
Jennifer R. McDonald
Kimberly R. McGhee
Mandy J. McKeller
Jeremy K. McKissack
Richard McKnight
Dawn R. Miller
Corrine P. Murphy
Susan L. Myers
Jude E. Nazareth
Mike H.T. Nguyen
Susan C. Noyce
Guinness I. Ohazuruike
Clara A. Padilla-Silver
Andrew H. Pastwick
Jason M. Peck

Lora K. Picini
Anne E. Pieroni
Teresa M. Pilatowicz
Corinne M. Price
Nathaniel J. Reed
Brian R. Reeve
Joseph W. Riccio
Amanda M. Roberts
Amber Robinson
Patricia A. Ross
Eric P. Roy
Beverly J. Salhanick
Heather C. Schaeffer
Evan D. Schwab
Travis E. Shetler
Ross Smillie
James E. Smith
Mark R. Smith
Lindsay L. Stadtlander

Ellen G. Stoebling
Phil W. Su
Susan G. Trautmann
Jennifer H. W. Tsai
Rene L. Valladares
Soraya M. Veiga
James D. Vitale
Delwyn E. Webber
Adriana Rincon White
Shannon R. Wilson
Shannon C. Wittenberger
Donna M. Wittig
Anthony M. Wright
Michael B. Wixom
Jennifer Yim
Elliott D. Yug
Jenica D. Yurcic

Ask-A-Lawyer Program Volunteers
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Marion Ammerman
Nina Anderson
Katie Bakken
Rebekkah Bodoff
Betty Campbell 
Lorrie Curriden
Juanita Curry
Theresa Davis
Della Fisher
Michael Folin
Dara Fowler 
J. Sydney Fulbright
Ann Goldes-Shehan
David Goldwater
Ramona Gray 
Jessica Green
Maria Guglielmetti
Marsha Hamilton
Jessica Hawes 
Jamie Hendrickson 
Danielle Howard
Larry Hughes 
Tom Hutton
Darlene Jacobsen
Sophia Jaramillo
Stephen Jensen
Brian John 

Tiffany Kahler
Alison Katchnik
Bill Kissam Jr.
Susan Liebowitz
English Mack
Nicole Malich
Denise Mariscales
Sonya Miller
Benjamin Montoya
Amanda Morgan
Ian Mylchreest 
Angela Nolan
Traci Peyghambarian 
Terry Rates
Francesca Resch
Janet Rosales
Ashley Sisolak
Christine Smith
Tamara Stafford
Layke Stohlberg
Paul Stohlberg
Angelic Thomas
Alexandra Varela
Brittnie Watkins
Robert White 
Cheryl Whitney
Corrine Wurm

Sean Africk
Emily Allen-Wiles
Debra Amens
Rick Benito
Heather Branagan
Alissa Cooley
Chandeni Gill
Ann Goldes-Sheahan
Antonina Hamid
Alexander Hermsen
Laura Jennings
Hyungseon Jeong
Daniela LaBounty
Jenny Lee
Morgan Lee
Bracken Longhurst
Denise Mariscales
Jessica Perlick
Sarah Reynolds
Marisa Rodriguez-Shapoval
Benjamin Rundall
Sihomara Sabas
David Schnell-Davis
Philip Spradling
Adam Thompson
Cayla Witty
Richard Yien

Surrogate Parent Program Volunteers Law Student Volunteers
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Income			  2011
Court Filing revenue 		  $2,364,774
Grants & Contracts		  $2,018,377
Private Foundations		  $500,000
IOLTA		  $877,500
Donations		  $301,585
Interest Income/Other		  $307,868
Income Before Donated Services		  $6,370,104
		
(16,500 hrs at $250/hr)	 Donated Services	 $4,125,000
Total Income & Donated Services		  $10,495,104

Expenses
Personnel

Salaries		  $3,659,049
Benefits		  $675,005
	 Personnel Subtotal	 $4,334,053
		

Non-Personnel
Space & Utilities		  $403,511
Equipment Rental, Maintenance, IT	 $74,880
Supplies, Printing, Postage, General Office Related	 $140,462
Travel & Training		  $111,429
Dues & Fees		  $35,555
Litigation, Legal Research  & Case Related Services	 $90,691
Grant Pass Through Funds		  $125,450
Contract Services		  $48,000
Community Outreach & Events		  $35,465
	 Non-Personnel Subtotal	 $1,065,443
	 TOTAL OPERATING 
	 EXPENSES	 $5,399,496
Expenses Before Donated Services
	 Donated Services	 $4,125,000
Total Expenses & Donated Services	 $9,524,496
	 NET OPERATIONS	 $970,608

		

2 0 1 1  F inancial         S tatement      

Court Filing  
revenue 

Interest Income/  
Other

Grants & Contracts

Private  
Foundations

IOLTA

Donations
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Anonymous
Bank of America Foundation
Barr, Candace and Rick Carter
Barrick Gold
Bogatz, I. Scott
Boyd Foundation
Brickfield, Elizabeth
Brooks, Douglas
Caesars Foundation
Cobeaga, J. Mitchell
Cooper Castle Law Firm
Crofford, Tracy
Davis, Laurel
Dickinson Wright
Duane Morris
E.L. Cord Foundation
Eaton, Lindsay
Ebinger, Robert
Engelstad Family Foundation
England, Kathleen
Etkins, Lynn
Faiss, Robert D.
Fennemore Craig
Focus Management Services
Freeman, Heidi
Haller, Joseph & Karen
Hendrick, Kirk
Herold & Sager
Hill, Melanie

Holland & Hart
Jansen, Judge William
Johns, June
Jydstrup, Douglas & Lindsey
Kane, Leah
Keefer, Shelby & Roy
Keller, Edwin
Kemp, William
Larson, Zachariah
Longabaugh, Marvin
Mack, Joyce
Mack, Marilynn
Mack, Steven
Manzini, Aldo and Robyn
Marnell Foundation
Mastroluca, April
Mathewson Charitable Lead Trusts
Menninger, Carol
MGM Resorts Foundation
Moore, Dora C.
Morgan, Richard & Tina
Myers, Richard W.
Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Nielsen, Leslie
NV Energy
Padgett, Brian
Petersen, Bonnie
Pursiano, David
RCS Capital Development

Richard Harris Law Firm
Rubinstein, Marc
Sasser, Jon
Schreiber, Mark
Schulhofer, Ellen
Sinatra, Kim and Harry Hagerty
Smith, Christopher
Soroptimist Club of Metropolitan Las Vegas
Southwest Gas Corp.
Spinelli, Debra
Strasser, Steven Z.
The Lionel Foundation
Thomas & Mack Company
Thomas E. and Mark K. Gallagher Foundation
Thomas, Tom & Leslie
Tishman Construction
USAA Savings Bank
Vibert, Elizabeth
Ward, Betsy
Wells Fargo Foundation
White, John Valery
York, William F.

A special thanks to the Toyota Foundation for 
donating to our CAP Sunny Day Fund.

RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVES2 0 1 1  Donors    
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Grants

Nevada Law Foundation 
Nevada Women’s Philanthropy 
Clark County
Department of Justice 
State of Nevada 
Administrative Office of the Court/Nevada Supreme  
Court-Court Improvement Project 

State Bar of Nevada 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 

In-Kind Support:

Vegas PBS
UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law 
NV Energy 
R&R Partners Foundation 
Billy Vassiliadis, R&R Partners 
Pete Ernaut, R&R Partners
Nancy Katz
Beau Sterling
Wiz Net
Russell Rowe
Scott Bogatz 

Board of Directors

President
Dean Hardy, Esq., Hardy & Hardy

Secretary
Randall Jones, Esq., Kemp, Jones & Coulthard

Treasurer
Shelby Keefer, C.P.A., Serl & Keefer 

Paul Martin, Nevadans for Equal Access
Bob Dickerson, Esq., Dickerson Law Group
Marshal Willick, Esq., Willick Law Group
Dick Morgan, Esq., Lionel, Sawyer & Collins
Betsy Ward, Director of Corporate Communications, R&R Partners
John Valery White, Exec. VP & Provost, UNLV
Kim Sinatra, Esq., Wynn Resorts
Karen Haller, Esq., Southwest Gas
Robyn Ratcliffe Manzini

Corporate Counsel

Max Couvillier, Esq., Lionel, Sawyer & Collins
Senator Richard Bryan, Esq., Lionel, Sawyer & Collins

C ommunit       y  P artners       h ips    A N D  boar    d 
of   d irectors      
As a nonprofit law firm that provides legal assistance at no cost to our clients, Legal Aid Center is in fundraising mode year-round. We are so thankful to have forged 
strong partnerships with the following groups who support us in a variety of ways, ranging from monetary donations to marketing and communications advice to 
relationship-building. We could not serve the thousands that we do without their generosity:
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Barbara Buckley, Esq.
Executive Director

Dan Wulz, Esq.
Deputy Executive Director

Terry Bratton
Legal Administrator

Lynn Etkins, Esq.
Development Director

Children’s Attorneys Project

Janice Wolf, Directing Attorney
Greg Ivie, Attorney
Melissa Casal, Attorney
Ron Kirschenheiter, Attorney
Candace Barr, Attorney
Jennifer Silverman, Attorney
Xavier Planta, Attorney
Christal Dixon, Attorney
Abbie Frierson, Attorney
Gillian Barjon, Attorney
Anne Rhu, Paralegal
Gwen Dixon, Paralegal
Leslie Murdock, Paralegal
Samantha Dukart, Secretary
Jaymie Junsay, Secretary
Penny Williams, Secretary

Domestic Violence Project

April Stokes Green, Directing Attorney
Susan Noyce, Attorney
Gabrielle Jones, Attorney
Lidia Rincon, Attorney
Tera Hodge, Attorney
Silvina Gimenez, Paralegal
Veronica Aguilar, Paralegal
Regina White, Secretary
Cathy Corbett, Secretary

Consumer Rights Project

Dan Wulz, Directing Attorney
Robert Fleming, Attorney
Michael Joe, Attorney
James Griffin, Attorney
Venicia Considine, Attorney
Christine Miller, Attorney
Jill Davis, Attorney
Susan Myers, Attorney
Violeta Hernandez, Paralegal
Alice McCann, Paralegal
Elizabeth Montes, Paralegal
Yvette Portelles, Paralegal
Rosie Najera, Secretary
Ingrid Marroquin, Secretary
Amy Thrasher, Secretary

Civil Law Self-Help Center

Jim Berchtold, Managing Attorney
Pam Pearson, Paralegal
Lupe Ledezma, Paralegal
Patricia McGuire, Paralegal
Anna Caceres, Paralegal
Francisco Gonzalez, Paralegal

Pro Bono Project

Melanie Kushnir, Esq., Director
Micah Wixom, Volunteer Coordinator
Sasha Hinkel, Secretary
Francesca Resch, AmeriCorps Volunteer

Administration

Sandra Arballo, Office Manager
Debbie Jacoby, Secretary
Julio Gonzales, Runner
Hope Viera, Receptionist
Liz Murillo, Office Assistant
Bryan Glynn, Office Assistant

RIGHTING WRONGS, CHANGING LIVESstaff   
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