
 
 

The Risks of Finding a Rental Property on the Internet 
 

It is possible to find a rental home or apartment on the internet (Facebook, craigslist, etc.) 
without having legal issues although it can by risky.  

Risks: 

• The “landlord” may not have the legal right to rent out the property. 
o Unscrupulous people can break into a property, change the locks, and advertise 

the property for rent even though they are not the legal owner. 
o It is often impossible to track down the fraudster after the scam.  

• Discovering problems with the interior of the property after paying money to the 
landlord. 

o The property is very dirty, unclean, signs of water leakage, pests. 
o Appliances do not function properly. 
o Problems with heat, air, gas, or water. 

Red flags that signal the “landlord” is not the legal owner of the property: 

• The “landlord” requires you to pay large sums up front for various deposits (first and last 
month’s rent; cleaning; security; etc.). 

• Someone claiming to be the legal owner of the property contacts you, and they are 
evicting you. 

What to do when you discover the property is in poor condition after signing a rental 
contract: 

• Send a written notice to the landlord within 5 days of moving in or trying to move into 
the property stating you are exercising your right under NRS 118A.370 to terminate the 
rental contract based on the uninhabitable state of the property. 

• The landlord must return all deposits and prepaid rent after receiving this written notice if 
it is sent within the 5-day timeframe. 

 
 

 

 

https://nevada.public.law/statutes/nrs_118a.370

