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BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT OF
LESLIE JOYA

Leslie Joya joined Legal Aid Center in 2023 and is a staff attorney with the Immigration
Advocacy Project. She has several years of personal and professional experience navigating
immigration legal system and removal defense. Prior to joining Legal Aid Center, she worked
and volunteered with legal services organizations in New York, California, Texas, and along the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Leslie received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law and specialized in Critical Race Studies and
Public Interest Law and Policy. She received her B.A. from Harvard University, where she
majored in Sociology and minored in Ethnicity, Migration, & Rights. She is a native Spanish
speaker.



